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The information in this report is preliminary and will be 

supplemented or corrected during the course of the investigation. 

 

About 2:00 p.m. eastern daylight time (EDT) on Tuesday, May 28, 2013, a 2003 Mack Granite 

three-axle roll-off straight truck occupied by a 50-year-old driver and operated by Alban Waste, 

LLC, traveled north on 68
th

 Street in Rosedale, Baltimore County, Maryland, toward a highway 

rail grade crossing. The grade crossing, comprised of two tracks, was designated as a passive 

crossing because no active warning lights or crossing gates were in place. The crossing was 

marked with cross buck signs and “non-standard” stop signs (yellow). The paint on both stop 

signs had faded significantly, and both had been displaced from their original mountings. The 

stop sign that should have been regulating traffic moving northbound hung upside down facing 

away from the roadway. The driver did not stop at the grade crossing and attempted to cross both 

tracks.  

 

As the truck moved into the crossing, a CSX freight train (Q40927), traveling westbound at 49 

miles per hour, struck the roll-off truck on the right side in the area of the rear axle. The train 

consisted of two locomotives, 15 empty cars, and 30 loaded cars, four of which contained 

hazardous materials, including sodium chlorate. The impact caused the first 15 cars of the train 

to derail. The seventh car—loaded with sodium chlorate—and the ninth through twelfth cars—

loaded with terephthalic acid—released their products. Following the derailment, a post-crash 

fire ensued, which resulted in a subsequent explosion. The overpressure blast from the explosion 

shattered windows and damaged siding on buildings as far as one mile away. The fire remained 

confined to the derailed rail cars. 

 

As a result of the collision, the driver of the roll-off truck received serious injuries and was 

transported to an area hospital for treatment. The explosion and fire caused minor injuries to a 

police officer who responded to the initial incident and two individuals working at a building 

adjacent to the railroad tracks; a third worker received serious injuries. 

 


