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Safety Recommendations
Issued Since 1967

TOTAL = 13,166

February 2010

Intermodal 234   1.78%

Marine 2345
17.81%

Pipeline 1243   9.44%

Aviation  5024
38.16%

Highway 2187    16.61%

Railroad 2133
16.20%



1,136 Open Recommendations
• Aviation: 583
• Highway: 316
• Railroad: 143
• Marine: 48
• Pipeline: 27
• Intermodal: 19

February  2010



Issue areas selected for 
intensive follow-up and heightened 

awareness because they:
• Will impact and enhance safety of the 

nation’s transportation system

• Have a high level of public visibility 
and interest

• Will benefit from special form of 
encouragement
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Action / Timeliness Criteria

Red: Unacceptable response

Yellow: Acceptable response –
progressing slowly

Green: Acceptable response –
progressing in a timely manner
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of Transportation Safety 
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awareness of, and support for, action to adopt 
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Federal Most Wanted 
Transportation Safety 
Improvements

Improve Transit Railcar Design









Objectives

• Provide adequate means for safe and 
rapid emergency responder entry and 
passenger evacuation

• Prevent the telescoping of transit
railcars in collisions

• Remove equipment that cannot be
modified to meet the new standards



Safety Improvements Wanted
• Provide adequate means for safe and 

rapid emergency responder entry and 
passenger evacuation. R-06-5 

• Prevent the telescoping of transit railcars 
in collisions and remove equipment that 
cannot be modified to meet the new 
standards.  R-06-6



“49 USC 5334(b)(1)

Except for purposes of national defense or in 
the event of a national or regional 
emergency, the Secretary may not regulate 
the operation, routes, or schedules of a 
public transportation system for which a grant 
is made under this chapter, nor may the 
Secretary regulate the rates, fares, tolls, 
rentals, or other charges prescribed by any 
provider of public transportation.”



Public Transportation Safety Program Act 
of 2009

Establish and enforce minimum federal safety 
standards for rail transit systems that receive 
federal transit assistance – effectively 
breaking through the 1965 prohibition. Form 
a Transit Rail Advisory Committee on Safety 
(TRACS) that will help guide the 
Department’s rail transit safety regulations. 



Public Transportation Safety Program Act 
of 2009 (con’t.)

Allow states to receive federal transit 
assistance to staff and train state oversight 
personnel to enforce new federal 
regulations. State programs would have to 
be well-staffed and adequately empowered 
by state governments to fully enforce federal 
regulations in order to be eligible for federal 
funds.



Public Transportation Safety Program Act 
of 2009 (con’t.)

Require the state agencies conducting 
oversight to be fully financially independent 
from the transit systems they oversee. The 
FTA would enforce all federal regulations 
where states choose not to participate in the 
program or where the state program is found 
to lack the necessary enforcement tools.



• Standard for Structural Requirements 
for Heavy Rail Transit Vehicles 
– Issued January 2009 by American 

Society of Mechanical Engineers

• Standard for Rail Transit Vehicle 
Emergency Egress/Access and Light 
Rail Vehicle Crashworthiness
– Not yet completed



Timeliness Designation Yellow

Improve Transit Railcar Design

Proposed Safety Board Action

• Add issue area to Most Wanted List 
• Give yellow designation: Acceptable response 

– progressing slowly
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