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JERRY DZUGAN – RESUME STATEMENT 

 
Jerry Dzugan has been the Executive Director of the Alaska Marine Safety Education 
Association (AMSEA) since 1986. For the past 25 years he has been responsible for instructor 
training, agency coordination and the training of over 1,000 community based marine safety 
instructors who teach in Alaska and the U.S. He also develops marine safety instructional 
materials for all ages, and publishes marine safety articles and books including eight editions of 
the Marine Safety Instructor-Training manual and has produced 10 marine safety DVDs. The 
AMSEA community based instructor network has trained over 165,000 mariners and children. 
Commercial fishing safety has been one of the primary focuses of AMSEA since its beginning. 
AMSEA’s training network for fishermen has brought training to over 100 fishing ports from 
Arctic Alaska to the Florida Keys and from Maine to Samoa. It has been used as a model for 
hands on, performance based community training for fishermen. AMSEA has assisted other 
regions in setting up community based training for fishermen. AMSEA also is involved with 
marine safety advocacy and research projects. 
 
He is the present chairman of the Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Safety Advisory 
Committee (CFIVSAC) and has served on the Committee for 11 years. He has commercially 
fished for Alaska halibut and salmon, owned and operated a charter and wildlife tour business, 
delivered boats, worked as an EMT, and been an ocean kayaker and sailor in Alaska, Mexico and 
Central America. He has also owned and operated many types of non-commercial boats for over 
30 years and worked as an expert witness consultant on several water related casualties in Alaska 
 
He has a Bachelors degree in education and a Masters degree in Marine Education and Training 
from World Maritime University in Sweden. He has been an educator for over 35 years in 
marine safety, emergency medicine and in inner city high schools. He has attended maritime 
training at numerous maritime schools in Europe and Asia and written and presented papers on 
training in the fishing industry at nine international conferences. He wrote the National 
Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA) boating safety course for the state 
of Alaska and was a primary contributor to the National Standard Curriculum for Drill 
Conductors. During his tenure at AMSEA, AMSEA has been recognized by 11 regional and 
national awards. 
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