M National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: NORTH LAS VEGAS, NV Accident Number: LAX95FA043
Date & Time: 12/03/1994, 1230 PST Registration: N58FD
Aircraft: SIAI-MARCHETTI SF260C Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Other Work Use

Analysis

THE PURPOSE OF THE FLIGHT WAS TO ENTERTAIN A NON-PILOT MEMBER OF THE
GENERAL PUBLIC BY PERMITTING HIM TO FLY HANDS-ON A HIGH PERFORMANCE
MILITARY FIGHTER-LIKE LIGHT AIRPLANE DURING A SIMULATED DOG FIGHT. THE
OPERATOR HAD EQUIPPED THE AIRPLANE WITH A VIDEO RECORDER FROM WHICH BOTH
COCKPIT AUDIO AND VIDEO DATA WAS PRESERVED. THE PASSENGER WAS CALLED A
'GUEST FIGHTER PILOT,' AND HE WAS HANDLING THE FLIGHT CONTROLS DURING A
SIMULATED AIR COMBAT MANEUVER INITIATED AROUND 5,500 FEET MEAN SEA LEVEL
(MSL). THE PILOT-IN-COMMAND (PIC) ISSUED REPEATED VERBAL WARNINGS TO THE
PASSENGER TO 'STAY OUT OF THE BUFFET." HOWEVER, DURING A LEFT CLIMBING TURN
THE PASSENGER STALLED THE AIRPLANE AND IT BEGAN SPINNING. AS THE AIRPLANE
DESCENDED IN THE SPIN, THE PIC TOLD THE PASSENGER THREE TIMES 'T'VE GOT THE
AIRPLANE.' THE AIRPLANE IMPACTED 3,600 TO 3,700-FOOT MSL TERRAIN IN A NOSE LOW
AND WINGS LEVEL ATTITUDE DURING THE INITIATION OF THE PULLUP RECOVERY. THE
PIC WAS AN EX-MILITARY FIGHTER PILOT AND HIS CIVILIAN FLYING EXPERIENCE IN THE
AIRPLANE WITH PASSENGERS WAS LIMITED, HAVING ONLY ACQUIRED EMPLOYMENT
WITH THE OPERATOR 1.5 MONTHS EARLIER. THE PIC DID NOT HOLD A CFI CERTIFICATE.

Probable Cause

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:

the pilot's failure to maintain control of the airplane by inadvertently allowing the flying passenger to
enter a stall/spin. Factors in the accident were the passenger's interference with the pilot's attempted
recovery from the spin, and the pilot's lack of experience in small general aviation airplanes.

Findings

Occurrence #1: LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation: MANEUVERING

Findings

1. LIGHT CONDITION - DAYLIGHT

2. (C) AIRCRAFT CONTROL - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND

3. (C) STALL/SPIN - INADVERTENT - PASSENGER

4. (F) LACK OF TOTAL EXPERIENCE IN TYPE OF AIRCRAFT - PILOT IN COMMAND
5. (F) CONTROL INTERFERENCE - INADVERTENT - PASSENGER

6. (F) RELINQUISHING OF CONTROL - NOT PERFORMED - PASSENGER
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Occurrence #2: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Pilot Information

Certificate:

Airplane Rating(s):
Other Aircraft Rating(s):
Flight Time:

Airline Transport; Flight Engineer; Age: 35
Military

Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land  Instrument Rating(s):  Airplane
None Instructor Rating(s): None

2540 hours (Total, all aircraft), 25 hours (Total, this make and model), 2365 hours (Pilot In Command,
all aircraft), 4 hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/OEerator Information

Aircraft Make:
Model/Series:
Operator:

Operating Certificate(s)
Held:

Flight Conducted Under:

SIAI-MARCHETTI Registration: N58FD

SF260C SF260C Engines: 1 Reciprocating
DESERT ACES, LTD. Engine Manufacturer: LYCOMING
None Engine Model/Series:  0-540-E4A5

Part 91: General Aviation - Other Work Use

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: , 0 ft msl Weather Information Source: Pilot

Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 25000 ft agl Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: Light and Variable / ,
Temperature: 13°C Visibility 50 Miles
Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: (VGT) Destination:

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries:
Passenger Injuries:
Ground Injuries:

Latitude, Longitude:
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1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed
1 Fatal Aircraft Fire: On-Ground
N/A Aircraft Explosion: None
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): WAYNE POLLACK Adopted Date:  11/08/1995

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations.
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division

at pubing@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/.

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews.

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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