National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Factual Report

Location: OTTAWA, KS Accident Number: CHI95DCQO1
Date & Time: 04/01/1995, 1230 CST Registration: N876CB
Aircraft: PITTS S-2B Aircraft Damage: Destroyed
Defining Event: Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

History of Flight

On April 1, 1995, at 1230 central standard time (CST), a Pitts S-2B, N876CB, operated as a
personal aircraft by an instrument rated commercial pilot impacted level terrain 1/2 mile east
of Ottawa Municipal Airport (OWI), Ottawa, Kansas, and was destroyed. A post-crash fire
occurred. The commercial certificated pilot sustained fatal injuries. Visual meteorological
conditions existed at the time of the accident, no flight plan was filed. The flight operated
under 14 CFR Part 91, and had originated from OWTI at 1220 cst.

The purpose of the flight was an aerobatic practice session. Witnesses stated the airplane
climbed to an altitude of approximately 3,000 feet, leveled off, and entered a "flat-spin"
maneuver, one mile east of the airport. The airplane remained in the spin until ground impact.

Personal Information

The 57 year old pilot held a commercial pilot certificate number 488386430, with privileges
for single engine land, instrument, and multi-engine and glider tow rating limited to private
pilot privileges. In addition he held flight instructor rating with single engine land and
instrument airplane privileges.

The pilot's last medical examination was accomplished on October 25, 1994, at which time
he was issued a Second Class medical certificate with limitations for near vision.

The pilot has a total of 5851.0 flight hours at the time of the accident. His most recent
biennial flight review was completed on June 13, 1994, in a T-34B.

Airplane Information

The airplane was a Pitts Aerobatic, S-2B, N876CB, manufactured in 1984, with serial
number 5033. The airplane had accumulated 561.2 total hours at the last annual inspection on
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February 3, 1995. The last entry in the engine log was dated March 13, 1995, at which time
eight new engine mount rubbers were installed.

Meteorological Conditions

Olathe, Kansas (IXD) reported that visual meteorological conditions existed at the time of
the accident, this is consistent with the observations of witnesses near the accident site.

Wreckage and Impact Information

The airplane came to rest approximately one mile directly east of the Ottowa Airport, in an
open field. Inspection of the airframe failed to reveal any pre-existing anomalies. Engine and
flight control continuity could not be established due to the post impact fire. The integrity of
the engine was confirmed. All airplane components were located at the point of impact with no
scatter pattern being noted.

Medical and Pathological Information
An autopsy was not performed and toxicological samples were not taken.
Fire

Most of the cockpit was consumed by the post-impact fire. The exact ignition source is
unknown. Much of the fuel system was consumed by fire.

Pilot Information
|

Certificate: Commercial Age: 57, Male
Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Seat Occupied: Rear
Land
Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: Seatbelt, Shoulder
harness
Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present: No
Instructor Rating(s): Airplane Single-engine; Instrument  Toxicology Performed: No
Airplane
Medical Certification: Class 2 Valid Medical--w/ Last FAA Medical Exam: 10/25/1994
waivers/lim.
Occupational Pilot: Last Flight Review or Equivalent:
Flight Time: 5851 hours (Total, all aircraft), 584 hours (Total, this make and model), 5639 hours (Pilot In

Command, all aircraft), 94 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 34 hours (Last 30 days, all
aircraft), 1 hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)

Page 2 of 4 CHI95DCQO1



Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make:

Model/Series:

Year of Manufacture:
Airworthiness Certificate:
Landing Gear Type:
Date/Type of Last Inspection:
Time Since Last Inspection:
Airframe Total Time:

ELT:

Registered Owner:

Operator:

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site:
Observation Facility, Elevation:
Observation Time:

Lowest Cloud Condition:
Lowest Ceiling:

Wind Speed/Gusts:

Wind Direction:

Altimeter Setting:
Precipitation and Obscuration:
Departure Point:

Destination:

Departure Time:

PITTS
S-2B S-2B

Normal
Tailwheel

02/01/1995, Annual

561 Hours

Installed, activated

J. B. ENTERPRISE, INC.
HERBERT R. HODGE

Visual Conditions
IXD, 1087 ft msl
1345 CST

Clear / 0 ft agl
None / 0 ft agl
10 knots /

320°

30 inches Hg

(OWI)
(oWl
1220 CST

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal
Passenger Injuries: N/A
Ground Injuries: N/A
Total Injuries: 1 Fatal
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Registration:

Aircraft Category:
Amateur Built:

Serial Number:

Seats:

Certified Max Gross Wt.:
Engines:

Engine Manufacturer:
Engine Model/Series:
Rated Power:

Operating Certificate(s)
Held:

Condition of Light:

Distance from Accident Site:
Direction from Accident Site:
Visibility

Visibility (RVR):

Turbulence Type
Forecast/Actual:

Turbulence Severity
Forecast/Actual:

Temperature/Dew Point:

Type of Flight Plan Filed:
Type of Clearance:

Type of Airspace:

N876CB
Airplane

No

5033

2

1625 lbs

1 Reciprocating
LYCOMING
AEIO-540-D4A5
260 hp

None

Day

0 Nautical Miles
0°

7 Miles

0 ft

/

15°C

None
None

Class G

Aircraft Damage: Destroyed
Aircraft Fire: On-Ground
Aircraft Explosion: None

Latitude, Longitude:
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (lIC): MICHAEL ~ DUCHARME
Additional Participating Persons:  WEBSTER MCKINLEY; WICHITA, KS

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s
investigations. Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s
Record Management Division at pubing@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after
this date are available at http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/.
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