\M{ National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: PALM SPRINGS, CA Accident Number: LAX99FAO001
Date & Time: 10/01/1998, 1005 PDT Registration: N5YZ
Aircraft: Aero Commander 680 FPL Injuries: 1 Fatal
Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Analysis

While departing on a local area aircraft checkout flight the aircraft stayed low and the pilot advised
the tower that he had a fuel problem. The aircraft had been fueled with aviation grade 100LL twice
the day before in preparation for a trip. The pilot attempted to return to the airport, but collided with
power lines 1.5 miles north. Examination of the engines revealed severe detonation had occurred. A
fuel sample was obtained from the aircraft and tested negative for jet fuel contamination. The aircraft
had been modified by installation of higher horsepower engines and turbochargers with manual
wastegates. During postaccident examination of the aircraft systems the manual wastegates were
found partially closed; a position that can provide additional manifold pressure. The engines are
restricted to a maximum of 29.5 inHg.

Probable Cause

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:

The pilot's failure to properly use the manual turbocharger wastegates and to monitor the manifold
pressure during takeoff.

Findings

Occurrence #1: LOSS OF ENGINE POWER(PARTIAL) - NONMECHANICAL
Phase of Operation: CLIMB

Findings
1. (C) ENGINE ASSEMBLY,CYLINDER - OVERTEMPERATURE
2. (C) POWERPLANT CONTROLS - IMPROPER USE OF - PILOT IN COMMAND

Occurrence #2: FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation: CLIMB

Occurrence #3: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH OBJECT
Phase of Operation: EMERGENCY LANDING AFTER TAKEOFF

Findings
3. OBJECT - WIRE, TRANSMISSION

Occurrence #4: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Page 1 of 3



Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 70
Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land  Instrument Rating(s):  Airplane
Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None
Flight Time: 3200 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/OEerator Information

Aircraft Make: Aero Commander Registration: N5YZ

Model/Series: 680 FPL 680 FPL Engines: 2 Reciprocating

Operator: DESERT AIRCRAFT SALES Engine Manufacturer: Lycoming

(I_)Ipﬁjrating Certificate(s) None Engine Model/Series:  10-720-B1BD
eld:

Flight Conducted Under:  Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: PSP, 462 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility
Lowest Ceiling: None / 0 ft agl Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: /,

Temperature: 26°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: , CA (PSP) Destination:  (PSP)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed
Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: On-Ground
Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Latitude, Longitude:

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): GEORGE E PETTERSON Adopted Date:  04/20/2000

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations.
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division
at pubing@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/.

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government
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agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews.

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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