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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: SO. LAKE TAHOE, CA Accident Number: LAX00FA322

Date & Time: 09/01/2000, 1550 PDT Registration: N88AM

Aircraft: Piper PA-46-310P Injuries: 4 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Analysis 
The airplane took off from the airport on a left downwind departure and after reaching an altitude of 
approximately 300 feet, banked steeply and dove into the ground.  Witness statements indicated that 
the takeoff ground roll extended to midfield of the runway, a distance of 4,850 feet before the airplane 
lifted off.  According to the Airplane Flight Manual performance charts, the normal ground roll should 
have been about 2,100 feet.  While turning crosswind, the airplane steepened its bank and continued 
toward the downwind.  As the angle of bank approached 90 degrees, the nose dropped and the 
airplane descended to impact with trees and the ground.  Several trees were struck before the airplane 
came to rest on the underlying terrain in the backyard of a residence.  The airplane was thermally 
destroyed in the impact sequence and post crash fire.  Calculations of the airplane weight and balance 
data put it at least 251 pounds over maximum allowable gross takeoff weight.  Remaining wreckage 
not consumed in the ground fire was examined and the engine was sent to the manufacturer for 
inspection.  No discrepancies were found.  Cockpit instrumentation and all autopilot components 
were thermally destroyed.  Flaps and landing gear were found in the retracted position and the 
elevator trim surface was slightly nose up from the takeoff setting.  The autopilot had a reported 
history of malfunction and the electric elevator trim system was scheduled for repair a week before 
the accident, but the owner took the airplane prior to the work being performed.  The airplane had 
been modified with the addition of several Supplemental Type Certificates, one of which was a wing 
spoiler system.  The controls and many of the actuating linkages for the spoiler system were destroyed 
in the fire.

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot's in-flight loss of control in the takeoff initial climb for undetermined reasons.

Findings

Occurrence #1: LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation: TAKEOFF - INITIAL CLIMB

Findings
1. (C) REASON FOR OCCURRENCE UNDETERMINED
----------

Occurrence #2: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED
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Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 43

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None

Flight Time: 2500 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Piper Registration: N88AM

Model/Series: PA-46-310P PA-46-310P Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Operator: JEFFREY THOMAS NEEDHAM Engine Manufacturer: Teledyne Continental

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None Engine Model/Series: TSIO-550-C

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: TVL, 6264 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 3000 ft agl Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 13 knots / , 140°

Temperature: 9°C Visibility 7 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: SO. LAKE TAHOE, CA (TVL) Destination: SAN DIEGO, CA (SDM)

Airport Information 

Airport: South Lake Tahoe (TVL) Runway Surface Type: Asphalt

Runway Used: 18 Runway Surface Condition: Wet

Runway Length/Width: 8544 ft / 150 ft

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 3 Fatal Aircraft Fire: On-Ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: On-Ground

Latitude, Longitude: 38.893889, -119.995278
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): ROBERT R CRISPIN Adopted Date: 08/16/2002

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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