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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Milltown, WI Accident Number: CHI01FA044

Date & Time: 12/03/2000, 1515 CST Registration: N7678N

Aircraft: Beech 95-B55 Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Instructional

Analysis 
While maneuvering on a local instructional flight the multi-engine airplane entered a spin that 
resulted in an in-flight collision with the terrain.  Witnesses to the accident described the airplane in a 
spin.   The certified flight instructor (CFI) occupied the right seat during the accident flight.  The right 
seat was secured in the full aft position.   There was a handwritten placard that stated, "right seat fixed 
in the aft position."  Four pillows were recovered at the accident site.  An officer with the local law 
enforcement reported that one of the pillows was found beneath the CFI and that there were two 
pillows behind her back.  The forth pillow was found lying between the CFI and the dual student.  No 
additional anomalies were found with respect to the airplane that could be associated with a pre-
impact condition.  The Pilot Operating Handbook (POH) for the Beech 95-B55 aircraft states that 
recovery from a spin will become more difficult if the pilot delays taking corrective action.  The POH 
states, "Always remember that extra alertness and pilot techniques are required for slow flight 
maneuvers, including the practice or demonstration of stalls or [flight at minimum controllable 
airspeed]."  The POH further states that, "Whenever a student pilot will be required to practice slow 
flight or single-engine maneuvers, be certain that the qualified instructor pilot has a full set of 
operable controls available."

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The flight instructor's inadequate supervision of the flight, the flightcrew not maintaining control of 
the airplane, and the flight instructor's delayed remedial action which resulted in the inadvertent 
spin.  Factors to the accident were the inadvertent spin and the CFI's decision to operate the airplane 
with the flight instructor's seat secured in the full-aft position.

Findings

Occurrence #1: LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation: MANEUVERING

Findings
1. (C) SUPERVISION - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND(CFI)
2. (C) AIRCRAFT CONTROL - NOT MAINTAINED - FLIGHTCREW
3. (C) REMEDIAL ACTION - DELAYED - PILOT IN COMMAND(CFI)
4. (F) STALL/SPIN - INADVERTENT - FLIGHTCREW
5. (F) OPERATION WITH KNOWN DEFICIENCIES IN EQUIPMENT - INTENTIONAL - PILOT IN COMMAND(CFI)
----------

Occurrence #2: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED
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Flight Instructor Information

Certificate: Flight Instructor; Commercial Age: 31

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): Airplane Multi-engine; Airplane 
Single-engine; Instrument Airplane

Flight Time: 986 hours (Total, all aircraft), 112 hours (Total, this make and model), 911 hours (Pilot In Command, all 
aircraft), 220 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 36 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 0 hours (Last 24 
hours, all aircraft)

Student Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 44

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None

Flight Time: 222 hours (Total, all aircraft), 22 hours (Total, this make and model), 146 hours (Pilot In Command, all 
aircraft), 32 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 7 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 0 hours (Last 24 hours, 
all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Beech Registration: N7678N

Model/Series: 95-B55 95 - B55 Engines: 2 Reciprocating

Operator: Sullivan Communications Group Engine Manufacturer: Teledyne Cont

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None Engine Model/Series: IO-470-L

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Instructional

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: OEO, 903 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Lowest Ceiling: None Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 13 knots / 22 knots, 180°

Temperature: -1°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: St. Paul, MN (STP) Destination:  

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Latitude, Longitude:  
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Andrew T Fox Adopted Date: 06/04/2002

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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