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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: BRINKLEY, AR Accident Number: FTW01LA057

Date & Time: 02/01/2001, 0638 CST Registration: N448DH

Aircraft: Beech BE-58 Injuries: 1 Minor

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Analysis 
The pilot reported that during cruise flight, he noticed the right engine cylinder head temperature 
(CHT) was rising above "350 degrees and the oil temperature [was rising] above the top of the green 
arc."  The pilot reported that he secured the engine and advised air traffic control he needed to land at 
an alternate airport.  The controllers repeatedly advised the pilot of the location and distance to the 
nearest airport.  The pilot reported that he was looking for the airport, and he was not able to control 
the airplane.  The pilot did not locate the airport, and he executed a precautionary landing to a muddy 
field.  Neither propeller was found in the feathered position.  FAA inspectors found no anomalies with 
the flight and engine controls.  The right and left engines were test run at 1,500 rpm at the accident 
site, and subsequently, test run in a test cell at various power settings for 2 hours with no anomalies 
noted.  The CHT gauge was examined by the airframe manufacturer and no anomalies were noted. 
Continuity was confirmed for the wiring from the right CHT probe to the CHT gauge.  Toxicological 
testing for the pilot indicated 2.296 (ug/ml, ug/g) nefazodone detected in serum.  Nefazodone is a 
prescription antidepressant, often known by the name Serzone.  The pilot's medical records indicated 
the routine use of nefazodone as well as alprazolam, a prescription tranquilizer, and zolpidem, a 
prescription medication used to treat insomnia.  All three medications have potential effects on 
performance.  FAA medical records revealed that the pilot did not report the use of the 
aforementioned drugs on his most recent medical application.  The FAA considers these drugs 
disqualifying for issuance of a medical certificate.

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
the pilot's poor inflight planning and decision making which resulted in his executing a precautionary 
landing in a soft field.  A contributing factor was the lack of suitable terrain for the precautionary 
landing.

Findings

Occurrence #1: LOSS OF ENGINE POWER
Phase of Operation: CRUISE - NORMAL

Findings
1. 1 ENGINE
2. ENGINE SHUTDOWN - INTENTIONAL - PILOT IN COMMAND
3. (C) IN-FLIGHT PLANNING/DECISION - POOR - PILOT IN COMMAND
4. USE OF INAPPROPRIATE MEDICATION/DRUG - PILOT IN COMMAND
5. PRECAUTIONARY LANDING - PERFORMED - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------
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Occurrence #2: ON GROUND/WATER ENCOUNTER WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: LANDING - ROLL

Findings
6. (F) TERRAIN CONDITION - NONE SUITABLE
7. TERRAIN CONDITION - SOFT

Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 52

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None

Flight Time: 5300 hours (Total, all aircraft), 2700 hours (Total, this make and model), 5100 hours (Pilot In 
Command, all aircraft), 100 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 30 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 4 
hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Beech Registration: N448DH

Model/Series: BE-58 Engines: 2 Reciprocating

Operator: Market Aircraft Engine Manufacturer: Continental

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None Engine Model/Series: IO-550-C (31)

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Dawn

Observation Facility, Elevation: Weather Information Source: Pilot

Lowest Ceiling: None Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 5 knots / , 240°

Temperature: 7°C Visibility 20 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: Memphis, TN (MEM) Destination: Little Rock, AR (LIT)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Minor Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Latitude, Longitude: 34.917778, -91.281389
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): JOYCE ROACH Adopted Date: 06/18/2002

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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