
Page 1 of 3

National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Ashwaubenon, WI Accident Number: CHI01FA111

Date & Time: 04/02/2001, 1629 CDT Registration: N405PC

Aircraft: Cessna 501 Injuries: 1 Fatal, 3 Serious, 4 
Minor

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Ferry

Analysis 
At 1623:41, the pilot requested taxi clearance.  The Green Bay (GRB) tower (ATCT) told the pilot to 
taxi to runway 18.  At 1626:47 the pilot said that he was ready for takeoff.  The ATCT local controller 
(LC) told the pilot, "proceed on course, cleared for takeoff".  At 1627:33, radar showed the airplane 
began to accelerate down runway 18.  At 1628:17 the LC told the pilot to contact departure control.  
The pilot responded, "ah papa charlie we have a little problem here we're going to have to come back."  
The LC asked the pilot, "what approach would you like?"  The pilot responded, "like to keep the vis."  
At 1628:35, the LC asked the pilot, "like the contact approach that what you're saying?"  There was no 
response from the pilot.  At 1628:50, GRB radar showed the airplane on a heading of 091 degrees, at 
an altitude of 855 feet msl (160 feet agl), and at an airspeed of 206 knots.  The airplane was 1.28 miles 
southeast of the airport radar.  Radar contact with the airplane was lost at 1628:55.  A witness to the 
accident said, "It was snowing moderately at that time.  The road was wet but not slippery.  Crossing 
the intersection of Morning Glory Rd. & Main St., I noted a white private jet flying from the south.  It 
was flying at approximately a 75-80 degree angle perpendicular to the ground with its left wing down 
& teetering slightly."  The witness said, "It then crossed Main Street with the lower wing tip 
approximately 20 to 30 feet above the power wires.  The plane became more perpendicular to the 
ground at a 90 degree angle with the left wing down & (and) lost altitude crashing into the Morning 
Glory Dairy warehouse building."  An examination of the airplane revealed no anomalies.  At 1638, 
GRB weather was reported as ceilings of 200 feet broken, 800 feet overcast, visibility 1/2 statute mile 
with snow and fog, temperature 32 degrees F, dew point 32 degrees F, winds 120 degrees at 3 knots, 
and an altimeter setting of 29.99 inches Hg.  Witnesses at the FBO said the pilot arrived to pick up the 
airplane after 1600.  The pilot was briefed by the mechanic as he did his walk around inspection of the 
airplane.  The pilot then got into the airplane.  The airplane was towed out and the tow bar removed.  
About two minutes later, the engines started.  Less than five minutes after the engines started, the 
airplane taxied.  The NTSB Audio Laboratory reviewed radio communications between ATCT and the 
pilot to determine from the speech evidence the pilot's level of psychological stress and workload.  The 
examination indicated the pilot's speech characteristics were consistent with an increased 
stress/workload that might accompany a developing emergency.  Referring to the pilot's final 
transmissions, "His unusually long reaction time suggests that he was distracted by competing cockpit 
priorities and/or was having a difficult time determining his answer, while his fast speech and 
microphone keying provide further evidence of an urgency to return to other cockpit activities."  The 
report states that the pilot's statements remained rational and showed good word choice and 
grammar.  "These factors, along with the relatively small change in fundamental frequency, suggest 
that the pilot did not reach an extreme level of stress." 

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
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The pilot not maintaining aircraft control while maneuvering after takeoff and the pilot's inadequate 
preflight planning and preparation.  Factors relating to the accident were the pilot's diverted attention 
while maneuvering after takeoff, the pilot's attempted VFR flight into instrument meteorological 
conditions, the pilot's visual lookout not being possible, the low ceiling, snow, and fog, the airplane's 
low altitude, and the building.

Findings

Occurrence #1: UNDETERMINED
Phase of Operation: TAKEOFF - INITIAL CLIMB
----------

Occurrence #2: LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation: MANEUVERING

Findings
1. (C) PREFLIGHT PLANNING/PREPARATION - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND
2. (C) AIRCRAFT CONTROL - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
3. (F) DIVERTED ATTENTION - PILOT IN COMMAND
4. (F) VFR FLIGHT INTO IMC - ATTEMPTED - PILOT IN COMMAND
5. (F) VISUAL LOOKOUT - NOT POSSIBLE - PILOT IN COMMAND
6. (F) WEATHER CONDITION - LOW CEILING
7. (F) WEATHER CONDITION - SNOW
8. (F) WEATHER CONDITION - FOG
----------

Occurrence #3: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH OBJECT
Phase of Operation: MANEUVERING

Findings
9. (F) OBJECT - BUILDING(NONRESIDENTIAL)
10. (F) ALTITUDE - LOW

Pilot Information

Certificate: Airline Transport Age: 54

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None

Flight Time: 4548 hours (Total, all aircraft), 245 hours (Total, this make and model), 3567 hours (Pilot In Command, 
all aircraft), 108 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 7 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft)
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N405PC

Model/Series: 501 Engines: 2 Turbo Jet

Operator: Travelers Solutions, Inc. Engine Manufacturer: P&W

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None Engine Model/Series: JT15D-1

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Ferry

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Instrument Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: GRB, 695 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 200 ft agl Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 3 knots / , 120°

Temperature: 0°C Visibility 0.5 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: GREEN BAY, WI (GRB) Destination: FT. MYERS, FL (RSW)

Airport Information 

Airport: Austin Straubel Airport (GRB) Runway Surface Type: Concrete

Runway Used: 18 Runway Surface Condition: Wet

Runway Length/Width: 8200 ft / 150 ft

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: On-Ground

Ground Injuries: 3 Serious, 4 Minor Aircraft Explosion: On-Ground

Latitude, Longitude:  

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): David C Bowling Adopted Date: 06/03/2002

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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