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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Unknown, Accident Number: MIA02FAMS1

Date & Time: 10/01/2001,   Registration: N3101G

Aircraft: Ayres S2RHG-T65 Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Ferry

Analysis 
The airplane was being ferried from Colombia to Patrick Air Force Base, Florida, for maintenance. 
The pilot had stopped in Providenciales and remained over night prior to initiating the last leg of the 
trip. The pilot was given an instrument flight rules clearance from Providenciales to Patrick Air Force 
Base, Florida, by controllers at the Providenciales Airport Control Tower, and departed about 0820. 
At 0823, while climbing through 2,000 feet msl, after departure from Providenciales,  the pilot of 
N3101G made contact with air traffic controllers at the FAA Miami Air Route Traffic Control Center. 
At 0848:51, the controller informed the pilot of N3101G that the flight would have to land in either 
Nassau or Freeport, Bahamas to clear up a problem with his permission to fly to Patrick Air Force 
Base. The pilot of N3101G selected Freeport, and was cleared to Freeport. At 0918:39, the pilot of 
N3101G reported to the controller that he was 83 miles from "Burgo" intersection, level at 10,000 
feet, and in heavy rain. At 0920:53, the controller informed the pilot he could not land at Patrick Air 
Force Base unless he had his permission number. The pilot responded "I can't talk to you I'm very 
very heavy rain (unintelligible) once I get out of the rain I will (unintelligible)". The controller 
responded that the flight would have to clear customs at Freeport, and then it could proceed to Patrick 
Air Force Base. At 0921:47, the pilot of N3101G responded he had customs waiting for him at Patrick 
Air Force Base. No further transmissions were received from the pilot of N3101G. Search and rescue 
operations were initiated by the U.S. Coast Guard. The pilot and aircraft were not located and search 
operations were suspended on October 6, 2001, at 0050. The GOES-8 satellite infrared image at 
0902, showed a large band of clouds extending from south of Cuba, northeast over the Bahamas, and 
then eastward across the Atlantic Ocean north and northeast of the Turks and Caicos Islands. Several 
large areas cumulonimbus clouds are embedded in this area. Cloud tops were between 46,000 and 
49,000 feet. The GOES-8 visible image for 0932 depicts a cumulonimbus cloud immediately in the 
vicinity of the last know position of N3101G, which was embedded in a straitform layer of clouds.  At 
the time the flight became missing, SIGMET Alpha 15 was in effect for the last know position of the 
flight. This SIGMET called for frequent thunderstorms with tops to 45,000 feet. The pilot received a 
weather package via fax machine prior to departing Providenciales. The weather package called for 
isolated thunderstorms with tops to 45,000 feet from the departure point through the northern 
Bahamas.

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The airplane and pilot are missing.

Findings
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Occurrence #1: MISSING AIRCRAFT
Phase of Operation: UNKNOWN

Pilot Information

Certificate: Airline Transport; Flight Instructor; 
Commercial; Flight Engineer

Age: 59

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): Airplane Single-engine

Flight Time: 13300 hours (Total, all aircraft), 35 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 6 hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Ayres Registration: N3101G

Model/Series: S2RHG-T65 Engines: 1 Turbo Prop

Operator: United States Department of State Engine Manufacturer: Pratt & Whitney Canada

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None Engine Model/Series: PT6A-65AG

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Ferry

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: MYEG, 15 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 3000 ft agl Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 4 knots / , 300°

Temperature: 25°C Visibility 7 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: Providenciales (MBPV) Destination: Patrick, AFB, FL (KCOF)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire:

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion:

Latitude, Longitude:  
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Jeffrey L Kennedy Adopted Date: 08/26/2002

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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