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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Hollywood, FL Accident Number: MIA02FA048

Date & Time: 01/01/2002, 1802 EST Registration: N3525Y

Aircraft: Piper PA-31-350 Injuries: 1 Fatal, 4 Serious

Flight Conducted Under: Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter - Non-scheduled

Analysis 
The pilot stated that on the day of the accident he ordered fuel only on the first flight of the day. He 
said he did not add additional fuel during subsequent flights. He said he flew the accident airplane 
from Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, to Chubb Cay, Bahamas, to Big 
Whale Cay, Bahamas, back to the Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport. He said he then departed Fort 
Lauderdale Executive Airport with his next load of passengers and flew to the North Eleuthera 
Airport, North Eleuthera, Bahamas, without having refueled, and was returning from North 
Eleuthera, Bahamas, to the Fort Lauderdale International Airport, when he ditched the airplane off 
Dania Beach, Florida, in the Atlantic Ocean. When asked whether the fuel on board the airplane had 
been exhausted, the pilot stated, " the way the engines were acting, it seemed like the airplane ran out 
of fuel." On scene examination of the airplane, as well as follow on examination of its engines revealed 
no preaccident anomalies with the airplane or its systems. Information obtained from the FAA 
showed that at 1757, the pilot contacted FAA Miami Approach Control and advised "minimum fuel, 
further stating that he was not declaring an emergency at that time. At 1758, the controller responded, 
passing communications control to the FAA Fort Lauderdale Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT). In 
response to the pilot's initial communications call to the Fort Lauderdale ATCT, the pilot was given a 
clearance to land on runway 09R, and told that he was number one.  At 1758:43, the pilot replied, 
asking if there was any chance of getting runway 27L,  and at  1759:17, the controller instructed the 
pilot to descend at his discretion and remain slightly south of final for landing on runway 27L, and to 
expect 27L. At 1800:07, the pilot contacted the controller and stated, "two five yankee would like to 
declare an emergency at this time." At 1800:10, the controller responded, "two five yankee yes sir 
runway two seven left you are cleared to land the wind zero one zero at six." At 1800:16 the pilot 
responded acknowledging the wind report, and at 1800:27, the controller asked whether the nature of 
the emergency was minimum fuel, to which the pilot responded, "exactly two five yankee may be 
coming in dead stick. At 1800:40, the pilot stated that he had the airport in sight and will try to glide, 
and at 1801:32, the pilot said "two five yankee I'm going to be short of the shore."  At 1802, the pilot 
ditched the airplane about 300 yards from the  Dania Beach shoreline, in the area of John Lloyd State 
Park, in about 15 feet of water. The occupants of the airplane consisted of the pilot and four 
passengers.  All exited the airplane and one passenger drowned in the Atlantic Ocean when according 
to the pilot "he was in a state of panic" when he tried to instruct him in the use of the life vest while 
they was in the water, and subsequently tried to use him for flotation when he tried to help him. All 
remaining passengers confirmed that the pilot had not given them any predeparture safety related 
briefing prior to or during the accident flight.

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot's inadequate planning for a Title 14 CFR Part 135 on-demand air taxi flight, and his failure to 
refuel the airplane, which resulted in fuel exhaustion while en route over the Atlantic Ocean, a power 
off glide, and ditching in the ocean.
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Findings

Occurrence #1: LOSS OF ENGINE POWER(TOTAL) - NONMECHANICAL
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - NORMAL

Findings
1. (C) PLANNING/DECISION - IMPROPER - PILOT IN COMMAND
2. (C) REFUELING - NOT PERFORMED - PILOT IN COMMAND
3. FLUID,FUEL - EXHAUSTION
----------

Occurrence #2: FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - EMERGENCY
----------

Occurrence #3: DITCHING
Phase of Operation: EMERGENCY DESCENT/LANDING

Findings
4. TERRAIN CONDITION - NONE SUITABLE
5. TERRAIN CONDITION - WATER

Pilot Information

Certificate: Flight Instructor; Commercial Age: 31

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): Airplane Multi-engine; Airplane 
Single-engine; Instrument Airplane

Flight Time: 2241 hours (Total, all aircraft), 72 hours (Total, this make and model), 2042 hours (Pilot In Command, 
all aircraft), 76 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 60 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 4 hours (Last 24 
hours, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Piper Registration: N3525Y

Model/Series: PA-31-350 Engines: 2 Reciprocating

Operator: Air Taxi Inc. Engine Manufacturer: Textron Lycoming

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

On-demand Air Taxi (135) Engine Model/Series: TIO-540-J2BD

Flight Conducted Under: Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter - Non-scheduled
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light:

Observation Facility, Elevation: FLL, 9 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Lowest Ceiling: None Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 8 knots / , 10°

Temperature: 21°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: North Eleuthera (MYEH) Destination: Fort Lauderdale, FL (FLL)

Airport Information 

Airport: Fort Lauderdale International (FLL) Runway Surface Type: Unknown

Runway Used: NA Runway Surface Condition: Unknown

Runway Length/Width:  

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Serious Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 1 Fatal, 3 Serious Aircraft Fire:

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion:

Latitude, Longitude: 26.062778, -80.108889

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): John W Lovell Adopted Date: 04/28/2004

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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