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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: West Carrollton, OH Accident Number: NYC03FA001

Date & Time: 10/02/2002, 1540 EDT Registration: N72KB

Aircraft: Beagle Aircraft B.206 Basset Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Ferry

Analysis 
The airplane arrived at the departure airport about the middle of April 2002, and remained parked 
until the day of the accident.  On the day of the accident, a mechanic was asked by the pilot to help 
him because he was having trouble starting the airplane.  When the mechanic arrived at the airplane, 
he drained about 2-1/2 gallons of water from the center sump drain located under the main fuselage, 
and the engine subsequently started.  The airplane was then fueled with 224.5 gallons of aviation 
gasoline, and the mechanic added that he did not sump the airplane after it was fueled, nor did he 
observe the pilot perform visual inspection of the fuel.  A witness observed the accident airplane as it 
was departing.  He stated that the airplane's engines sounded like they were running good, but did not 
sound like they were developing full power.  As the airplane continued down the runway, it appeared 
to be traveling very slowly, and not gaining sufficient speed for takeoff.  The airplane lifted abruptly 
into the air about 3/4 of the way down the runway, and the landing gear was retracted.  The airplane 
settled towards the ground, clearing the levee located at the departure end of the runway by a few feet.  
The airplane then began a climb again, reaching a height of about 120 feet, and proceeded straight out 
from the airport.  About 30 seconds later, the airplane banked gently to the left, where a faint puff of 
black smoke was observed coming from an engine.  As the bank continued, the airplane descended 
into a near vertical dive.  The witness observed the top portion of the airplane as it was in the vertical 
dive, before it descended out of sight.  The airplane came to rest upright in a residential area about 1 
mile southwest of I73, and a post crash fire ensued.  The airplane's most recent annual inspection was 
completed on March 29, 2001.  Examination of the left engine propeller assembly, which was 
imbedded in a dirt crater, exhibited rearward bending to all three blades.  No chordwise scratching 
was observed on any of the blades.  Examination of the right engine propeller assembly, which was 
imbedded in a cement sidewalk, exhibited s-bending and chordwise scratches to all three blades.  The 
pilot had applied for, and was granted, a ferry permit to fly the airplane the day of the accident.

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilots inadequate preflight inspection, his operation of the airplane with an overdue annual 
inspection, and his failure to maintain airspeed after the failure of an engine which resulted in an 
inadvertent stall/spin.  A factor related to the accident was the contaminated fuel.

Findings

Occurrence #1: LOSS OF ENGINE POWER(TOTAL) - NONMECHANICAL
Phase of Operation: TAKEOFF - INITIAL CLIMB

Findings
1. 1 ENGINE - FAILURE,PARTIAL
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2. (C) MAINTENANCE,ANNUAL INSPECTION - OVERDUE - PILOT IN COMMAND
3. (F) FLUID,FUEL - CONTAMINATION
4. (C) AIRCRAFT PREFLIGHT - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2: LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation: TAKEOFF - INITIAL CLIMB

Findings
5. (C) AIRSPEED(VMC) - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
6. STALL/SPIN - INADVERTENT - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #3: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings
7. TERRAIN CONDITION - RESIDENTIAL AREA

Pilot Information

Certificate: Airline Transport Age: 65

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None

Flight Time: 27560 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Beagle Aircraft Registration: N72KB

Model/Series: B.206 Basset Engines: 2 Reciprocating

Operator: Karl S. Bernardi Engine Manufacturer: Continental

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None Engine Model/Series: GTISO-520-C

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Ferry

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: DAY, 1009 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Lowest Ceiling: None Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 14 knots / , 220°

Temperature: 27°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: Moraine, OH (I73) Destination: Easton, MD (ESN)
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Airport Information 

Airport: Moraine Airpark (I73) Runway Surface Type: Unknown

Runway Used: NA Runway Surface Condition: Unknown

Runway Length/Width:  

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: On-Ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Latitude, Longitude: 39.676944, -84.256111

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Stephen M Demko Adopted Date: 04/28/2004

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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