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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Nanwalek, AK Accident Number: ANC04LA050

Date & Time: 05/02/2004, 1340 AKD Registration: N35860

Aircraft: Cessna U206F Injuries: 5 None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter - Non-scheduled

Analysis 
The commercial certificated pilot was departing a remote gravel runway, located adjacent to a rocky 
beach, on an on-demand air taxi flight.  The airplane was equipped with a short takeoff and landing 
(STOL) modification.  The STOL installation droops the ailerons about 16 degrees as the flaps are 
extended. The pilot said he lowered the airplane flaps to 20 degrees and applied full power for a short 
field takeoff with the control yoke aft.  As the airplane gained speed, the pilot said the nose of the 
airplane rotated to about 10 degrees above the horizon, and the main landing gear tires lifted off the 
runway surface.  About 3 feet above the runway, the airplane suddenly rolled to the left.  The pilot 
applied right aileron and right rudder to stop the roll, without affect.  The left wingtip collided with 
small rocks along the beach about 800 feet from the beginning of the runway, and the airplane 
swerved about 30 degrees to the left.  The airplane came to rest on a rocky beach, about 150 degrees to 
the left of the runway centerline.  The pilot said the engine was producing power throughout the 
event.  He did not report any aileron control problem.  Postaccident photographs of the accident scene 
and the airplane revealed that the left wing was bent upward at the tip.  The right wing was bent 
upward about midspan.  A view of the aft side of the airplane revealed that the left wing flap was 
extended slightly.  The right wing flap was extended about one-half of its range.  The airplane was 
recovered by insurance and company personnel, and transported to the operator's facility.  The wings, 
rudder, horizontal stabilizer, and the elevator were removed for transport.  Postaccident examination 
of the wings by the NTSB investigator-in-charge revealed no observed mechanical malfunction of the 
internal flap and aileron control mechanism within each wing.  Since the wings were removed for 
recovery, the rigging of the aileron and flap cables could not be established.  The right front seat 
passenger was recording the flight on a hand-held video recorder.  Review of a copy of the video tape 
revealed that the airplane was taxied at a fast pace toward the departure end of the runway.  The 
airpane made a rolling "U" turn, did not slow or stop, and the pilot applied full power.  As the airplane 
lifed off, it almost immeditely rolled to the left and collided with the ground.  The video does not 
record any sound of a stall warning horn, or a view of the flap handle position.  The elapsed time from 
application of full power for takeoff, until the left wing collided with the ground, was about 17 
seconds.  Following the accident, additional video from the passenger's camera recorded the position 
of the airplane at the point of rest.  The video showed that the left flap appeared to be slightly 
extended.  The right flap appeared extended about one-half of its normal travel.

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
A loss of directional control for an undetermined reason during takeoff-initial climb, which resulted 
in the left wing colliding with the ground.

Findings
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Occurrence #1: LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation: TAKEOFF - INITIAL CLIMB

Findings
1. (C) REASON FOR OCCURRENCE UNDETERMINED
----------

Occurrence #2: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: TAKEOFF - INITIAL CLIMB

Findings
2. TERRAIN CONDITION - ROUGH/UNEVEN

Pilot Information

Certificate: Flight Instructor; Commercial Age: 43

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine 
Land; Single-engine Sea

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): Airplane Single-engine

Flight Time: 1310 hours (Total, all aircraft), 990 hours (Total, this make and model), 1109 hours (Pilot In Command, 
all aircraft), 119 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 49 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 6 hours (Last 24 
hours, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N35860

Model/Series: U206F Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Operator: Smokey Bay Air Inc. Engine Manufacturer: Continental

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

On-demand Air Taxi (135) Engine Model/Series: IO-520-DCF

Flight Conducted Under: Part 135: Air Taxi & Commuter - Non-scheduled

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: Weather Information Source: Pilot

Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 1500 ft agl Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 3 knots / , 270°

Temperature: 7°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: Nanwalek, AK (KEB) Destination: Homer, AK (PAHO)

Airport Information 

Airport: English Bay (KEB) Runway Surface Type: Gravel

Runway Used: 01 Runway Surface Condition: Rough; Soft; Wet

Runway Length/Width: 1850 ft / 50 ft
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Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 4 None Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Latitude, Longitude: 59.352222, -151.925278

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Scott Erickson Adopted Date: 03/30/2005

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 

1

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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