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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Factual Report

Location: Belle Fourche, SD Accident Number: CHI05CA040

Date & Time: 12/03/2004, 1910 MST Registration: N21213

Aircraft: Cessna 182P Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Defining Event: Injuries: 3 Minor, 1 None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

On December 3, 2004, at 1910 mountain standard time, a Cessna 182P, N21213, operated by 
Aero Flight Training as a rental airplane, received substantial damage on impact with terrain 
and a culvert during landing on runway 32 (4,498 feet by 60 feet, asphalt) at Belle Fourche 
Municipal Airport (EFC), Belle Fourche, South Dakota.  Night visual meteorological conditions 
prevailed at the time of the accident.  The 14 CFR Part 91 personal flight was not operating on a 
flight plan.  The private pilot reported no injuries and three passengers sustained minor 
injuries.  The flight originated from Front Range Airport, Denver, Colorado, at 1600, en route 
to EFC.

The pilot stated that following the first landing attempt on runway 32, he executed a go-around 
after drifting eastward while in the traffic pattern.  After the go-around, the landing light circuit 
breaker tripped, and the landing light ceased to illuminate.  He reset the circuit breaker twice 
and then switched the landing light off after the circuit breaker would not reset.  The pilot 
stated that he could not get the instrument panel lights to operate, and the overhead light(s), 
which were red in color, did not provide enough illumination for him to see the instrument 
panel.  The pilot stated that the right front seat passenger used a flashlight to illuminate the 
instrument panel, but the flashlight ceased to operate prior to the second landing attempt.  
During his second landing attempt on runway 32, the pilot stated that he rolled the yoke level 
and pulled back after the airplane touched down with the nose wheel first.  The right landing 
gear then contacted a grass area on the eastern edge of the runway when a gust of wind moved 
the airplane "quickly" off the runway.

The pilot held a temporary private pilot certificate with a single-engine airplane land rating 
issued November 19, 2004.  The pilot was issued a third class airman medical certificate on 
September 14, 2004, with the following limitation: "not valid for night flight or by color signal 
control."  The pilot reported that he a total flight time of 69 hours, of which 22 hours were in 
the accident airplane make and model.  He reported that he had 0 hours of night flight time in 
the accident make and model.

The airplane was a 1972 Cessna 182P, serial number 18261492, powered by a Continental O-
470 series engine.  Inspection of the airplane revealed that the front seats were equipped with 
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seat belts and shoulder harnesses, and the rear seats were equipped with seat belts and no 
shoulder harnesses.

Inspection of the accident site by a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) inspector revealed 
that the airplane contacted runway 32 approximately 500 feet down the runway and exited off 
the east side about 1,000 feet down the runway where it impacted a taxiway embankment and 
a cement culvert.   According to the FAA inspector, the pilot stated that the airplane bounced 
once and then veered off the runway.

FAA inspection of the airplane revealed the flaps were extended 30 degrees.  The inspector 
operated the landing light for about 30 seconds and noted that none of the instrument panel 
light(s) illuminated, and the overhead light(s) illuminated.  No circuit breakers tripped during 
this operation. 

According to the FAA inspector, the pilot did not obtain a weather briefing from a Flight 
Service Station, but he "looked" at a computer instead.  The pilot stated to the inspector that he 
did not know there were winds at the airport prior to his departure.  According of the FAA 
inspector, witnesses reported that the winds were from the west-northwest at an unspecified 
speed with one witness at EFC reporting that about 1600 the winds were from the northwest 
about 20-25 knots.  The pilot stated, as an estimate, that the winds were from the southwest at 
5 knots with gusts at 15 knots.

U.S Naval Observatory sun and moon data for December 3, 2004, Denver Colorado, states that 
sunset occurred at 1636 and the end of civil twilight occurred at 1706.  Sun and moon data for 
Rapid City, South Dakota, states that sunset occurred at 1615 and the end of civil twilight 
occurred at 1648.

According to 14 CFR Part 1, Definitions and Abbreviations, "night means the time between the 
end of evening civil twilight and the beginning of morning civil twilight, as published in the 
American Air Almanac, converted to local time."
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Pilot Information  

Certificate: Private Age: 32, Male

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine Land Seat Occupied:

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Restraint Used: Seatbelt, Shoulder 
harness

Instrument Rating(s): None Second Pilot Present:

Instructor Rating(s): Toxicology Performed: 

Medical Certification: Class 3 Last FAA Medical Exam: 09/14/2004

Occupational Pilot: Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Flight Time: 69 hours (Total, all aircraft), 22 hours (Total, this make and model), 69 hours (Last 90 days, all 
aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N21213

Model/Series: 182P Aircraft Category: Airplane

Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built: No

Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: 18261492

Landing Gear Type: Tricycle Seats: 

Date/Type of Last Inspection:  Certified Max Gross Wt.:

Time Since Last Inspection: Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Airframe Total Time:  Engine Manufacturer: Continental

ELT: Installed, activated, did not 
aid in locating accident

Engine Model/Series: O-470

Registered Owner: Craig E Tankersley Rated Power:

Operator: Aero Flight Training Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Night/Dark

Observation Facility, Elevation: RAP, 3150 ft msl Distance from Accident Site: 49 Nautical Miles

Observation Time: 1852 MST Direction from Accident Site: 145°

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Visibility 10 Miles

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: 8 knots / Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Wind Direction: 210° Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Altimeter Setting: 29.7 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 3°C / -6°C

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: Denver, CO (FTG) Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Destination: Belle Fourche, SD (EFC) Type of Clearance: VFR

Departure Time:  Type of Airspace: Class G

Airport Information

Airport: Belle Fourche Municipal Airpor 
(EFC)

Runway Surface Type:

Airport Elevation: Runway Surface Condition:

Runway Used: 32 IFR Approach: None

Runway Length/Width:  VFR Approach/Landing:

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 3 Minor Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion:

Total Injuries: 3 Minor, 1 None Latitude, Longitude: 44.734167, -103.861944

 
Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Mitchell F Gallo

Additional Participating Persons:

Note: This accident report documents the factual circumstances of this accident as described 
to the NTSB.

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s 
investigations. Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s 
Record Management Division at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after 
this date are available at http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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