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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Factual Report

Location: Montague, CA Accident Number: LAX05CA129

Date & Time: 04/02/2005, 1040 PST Registration: N50G

Aircraft: Beech D50C Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Defining Event: Injuries: 1 Minor

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

On April 2, 2005, about 1040 Pacific standard time, a Beech D50C, N50G, struck a hangar and 
impacted terrain after experiencing a loss of power during takeoff at Montague Airport-Yreka 
Rohrer Field, Montague, California.  The owner/pilot was operating the airplane under the 
provisions of 14 CFR Part 91.  The private pilot, the sole occupant, sustained minor injuries; the 
airplane sustained substantial damage.  The local personal flight departed at 1040.  Visual 
meteorological conditions prevailed, and no flight plan had been filed.  The approximate global 
positioning system (GPS) coordinates of the primary wreckage were 41 degrees 43.49 minutes 
north latitude and 122 degrees 32.44 minutes west longitude.

The pilot stated that the airplane and engine had no mechanical failures or malfunctions 
during the flight.

The pilot/owner submitted a Pilot/Operator Aircraft Accident Report (NTSB Form 6120.1/2).

The pilot reported that he had flown the accident airplane from Aurora, California, on March 
25, 2005, after an extensive avionics upgrade, which included the installation of a fuel 
management system.  During the flight to Montague, he could smell fuel and noticed that there 
were streaks on the engine cowling.  After landing at Montague he taxied to his hangar, and 
noticed a puddle of fuel on the ground.  He removed the right engine cowling and found a fuel 
line that was loose and had been leaking.  He tightened the fitting, and found no other leaks.  
He then secured the airplane back in the hangar.

On the day of the accident, the pilot conducted a normal preflight.  The preflight included 
looking in the main fuel tanks; the pilot expected the fuel level in each main tank to be about 
20 gallons (less than 1/2 tank) based on his amount of flying time.  He said that a pilot was not 
able to visually verify how much fuel was actually present in each tank of this model airplane 
when the tanks were less than 1/2 full.  The pilot stated that he had not considered that the leak 
during the last flight was enough to have depleted the 20 gallons he thought to be in the right 
main fuel tank.

The engine start, taxing for takeoff, and engine run-ups were normal.  The pilot said that the 
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takeoff was normal.  After rotation, the airplane veered to the right.  He thought that the new 
autopilot might have engaged.  He had the left rudder pedal fully down.  He was 40 feet in the 
air and still going to the right, off the runway, toward his hangar.  He applied full left rudder 
and left aileron.  He thought that the airplane was about to stall, so he lowered the nose.  The 
right wing tip impacted a hangar door, and the airplane spun around on its vertical axes.

The National Transportation Safety Board investigator in-charge (IIC) had the airplane's fuel 
system inspected.  The fuel system was intact, and had not been breeched during the accident 
sequence.  No fuel was found in the right main tank or in fuel lines for the right engine.  The 
right auxiliary fuel tank was full to its capacity of 46 gallons.

The IIC released the wreckage to the owner's representative on April 6, 2005.

Pilot Information  

Certificate: Private Age: 47, Male

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine 
Land

Seat Occupied:

Other Aircraft Rating(s): Helicopter Restraint Used: Seatbelt

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane Second Pilot Present:

Instructor Rating(s): Toxicology Performed: 

Medical Certification: Class 2 Last FAA Medical Exam: 11/26/2003

Occupational Pilot: Last Flight Review or Equivalent:

Flight Time: 2623 hours (Total, all aircraft), 1303 hours (Total, this make and model), 3 hours (Last 30 days, 
all aircraft)
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Beech Registration: N50G

Model/Series: D50C Aircraft Category: Airplane

Year of Manufacture: Amateur Built: No

Airworthiness Certificate: Normal Serial Number: DH-256

Landing Gear Type: Retractable - Tricycle Seats: 

Date/Type of Last Inspection:  Certified Max Gross Wt.:

Time Since Last Inspection: Engines: 2 Reciprocating

Airframe Total Time:  Engine Manufacturer: Lycoming

ELT: Engine Model/Series: GO-480-G2D6

Registered Owner: On file Rated Power:

Operator: On file Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: SIY Distance from Accident Site:

Observation Time: 0856 Direction from Accident Site:

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Visibility 10 Miles

Lowest Ceiling: None Visibility (RVR):

Wind Speed/Gusts: Calm / Turbulence Type 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Wind Direction: Turbulence Severity 
Forecast/Actual:

 / 

Altimeter Setting: 30.02 inches Hg Temperature/Dew Point: 8°C / 3°C

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: MONTAGUE, CA (1O5) Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Destination:  Type of Clearance: None

Departure Time: 1040 PST Type of Airspace: Class E

Airport Information

Airport: MONTAGUE-YREKA ROHRER FIELD 
(1O5)

Runway Surface Type: Asphalt

Airport Elevation: Runway Surface Condition: Dry

Runway Used: 32 IFR Approach: None

Runway Length/Width: 3360 ft / 50 ft VFR Approach/Landing: None
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Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Minor Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion:

Total Injuries: 1 Minor Latitude, Longitude: 41.730278, -122.545556

 
Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Patrick H Jones

Additional Participating Persons: Richard Conte; Federal Aviation Administration; Sacramento, CA

Note: This accident report documents the factual circumstances of this accident as described 
to the NTSB.

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s 
investigations. Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s 
Record Management Division at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after 
this date are available at http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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