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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Nanwalek, AK Accident Number: ANC05FA090

Date & Time: 07/01/2005, 1200 AKD Registration: N1621U

Aircraft: Cessna T207 Injuries: 3 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Analysis 
The airline transport certificated pilot and the two pilot-rated passengers traveled to Alaska for a Title 
14, CFR Part 91 personal flying vacation.  The pilot received a VFR check-out in a rented airplane, and 
was the only person authorized by its owner to fly it.  The pilot obtained a weather briefing for the day 
of the accident flight, and queried an FAA automated flight service station (AFSS) specialist about 
VFR conditions for a sight-seeing flight.  The FSS specialist stated, in part, "Well, it doesn't really look 
good probably anywhere today..."  The area forecast included areas of marginal VFR and IFR 
conditions, and an AIRMET for mountain obscuration.  The cloud and sky conditions included 
scattered clouds at 1,500 feet in light rain showers, with areas of isolated ceilings below 1,000 feet, 
and visibility below 3 statute miles in rain showers and mist.  The weather briefing included a report 
from a pilot who was about 23 miles north of the accident scene about 2 hours before the accident 
airplane departed.  The pilot reported fog and mist to the water, and said he was unable to maintain 
VFR.  Five minutes after receiving the weather briefing, the accident pilot again called the AFSS and 
requested the telephone number to an automated weather observing system, located south of the 
point of departure, where VFR conditions were forecast.  Local fishing charter captains reported fog 
in the area of the islands where the accident occurred.  One vessel captain reported hearing an 
airplane in the vicinity of the islands, but could not see it because of the fog.  The pilot did not file a 
flight plan, nor did he indicate any planned itinerary.  The airplane was reported overdue two days 
after departure.  The accident wreckage was located an additional two days later on the north cliff face 
of a remote island.  The airplane had collided with the island at high speed, about 800 feet mean sea 
level, and  a postcrash fire had incinerated the cockpit and cabin area.

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot's continued VFR flight into instrument meteorological conditions, which resulted in an in-
flight collision with an island cliff during cruise flight.  A factor contributing to the accident was fog in 
the area of the accident.

Findings

Occurrence #1: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: CRUISE

Findings
1. TERRAIN CONDITION - CLIFF
2. (C) VFR FLIGHT INTO IMC - CONTINUED - PILOT IN COMMAND
3. (F) WEATHER CONDITION - FOG
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Pilot Information

Certificate: Airline Transport; Flight Instructor Age: 63

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): Airplane Single-engine; Instrument 
Airplane

Flight Time: 8432 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Cessna Registration: N1621U

Model/Series: T207 Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Operator: John H. Phillips Engine Manufacturer: Continental

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None Engine Model/Series: IO-520-F

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Instrument Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: PASO, 29 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 1000 ft agl Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: Calm / , 

Temperature: 12°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration: Fog

Departure Point: Homer, AK (PAHO) Destination:  

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Fire: On-Ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Latitude, Longitude: 58.943056, -152.021667

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Scott Erickson Adopted Date: 02/28/2006

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
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agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.


