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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Argyle, FL Accident Number: DEN06MA119

Date & Time: 09/01/2006, 1115 CDT Registration: N6569L

Aircraft: Mitsubishi MU-2B-35 Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Positioning

Analysis 
Prior to the accident flight, the pilot obtained a preflight weather briefing and filed an instrument 
flight rules flight plan.  The briefer noted no adverse weather conditions along the route.  The airplane 
departed the airport at 0853, and climbed to FL190.  The first two hours of the flight was uneventful, 
and the aircraft was handed off to Jacksonville Air Route Traffic Control Center (ZJX ARTCC) at 
1053.  The pilot contacted ZJX Crestview sector at 1054:45 with the airplane level at FL190.  At 1102, 
the Crestview controller broadcasted an alert for Significant Meteorological Information (SIGMET) 
32E, which pertained to thunderstorms in portions of Florida southwest of the pilot's route.  At 1103, 
the controller cleared to the airplane to descend to 11,000 feet and the pilot again acknowledged.  At 
1110:21, the pilot was instructed to contact Tyndall Approach.  The pilot checked in with the Tyndall 
RAPCON North Approach controller at 1110:39.  The pilot was told to expect a visual approach.  
Shortly thereafter, the pilot transmitted, "...we're at 11,000, like to get down lower so we can get 
underneath this stuff."  The controller told the pilot to stand by and expect lower [altitude] in 3 miles.  
About 15 seconds later, the controller cleared to pilot to descend to 6,000 feet, and the pilot 
acknowledged.  At 1112:27, the pilot was instructed to contact Tyndall Approach on another 
frequency.  The airplane's position at that time was just northwest of REBBA intersection.  The 
Panama sector controller cleared the pilot to descend to 3,000 feet at his discretion, and the pilot 
acknowledged.  There was no further contact with the airplane.  The controller attempted to advise 
the pilot that radar contact was lost, but repeated attempts to establish communications and locate 
the airplane were unsuccessful.  A witness, located approximately 1 mile south of the accident site, 
reported he heard a "loud bang," looked up and observed the airplane in a nose down spiral.  The 
witness reported there were parts separating from the airplane during the descent.  The witness stated 
it was raining and there was lightning and thunder in the area.  Local authorities reported that the 
weather "was raining real good with lightning and the thunderstorm materialized very quickly."  The 
main wreckage came to rest near the edge of a swamp in tree covered and high grassy terrain.  The left 
wing, left engine, and the left wing tip tank were located in a wooded area approximately 0.6 miles 
northwest of the main wreckage.  The left wing separated from the airplane inboard of the left engine 
and nacelle.  Examination of the fracture surfaces indicated that both the front and rear spars failed 
from "catastrophic static up-bending overstress..."  The airplane flew through an intense to extreme 
weather radar echo containing a thunderstorm.  Although the controllers denied that there was any 
weather displayed ahead of the airplane, recorded radar and display data indicated that moderate to 
extreme precipitation was depicted on and near the route of flight.  During the flight, the pilot was 
given no real-time information on the weather ahead.  The airplane was equipped with a weather 
radar system and the system provided continuous en route weather information relative to cloud 
formation, rainfall rate, thunderstorms, icing conditions, and storm detection up to a distance of 240 
miles.  No anomalies were noted with the airframe and engines.

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
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the pilot's inadvertent flight into thunderstorm activity that resulted in the loss of control, design 
limits of the airplane being exceeded and subsequent in-flight breakup.  A contributing factor was the 
failure of air traffic control to use available radar information to warn the pilot he was about to 
encounter moderate, heavy, and extreme precipitation along his route of flight,

Findings

Occurrence #1: IN FLIGHT ENCOUNTER WITH WEATHER
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - NORMAL

Findings
1. (F) IN FLIGHT WEATHER AVOIDANCE ASSISTANCE - NOT ISSUED - ATC PERSONNEL(ARTCC)
2. (C) FLIGHT INTO ADVERSE WEATHER - INADVERTENT - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2: LOSS OF CONTROL - IN FLIGHT
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings
3. (C) AIRCRAFT CONTROL - NOT MAINTAINED - PILOT IN COMMAND
4. (C) DESIGN STRESS LIMITS OF AIRCRAFT - EXCEEDED - PILOT IN COMMAND
5. (C) WING,SPAR - FAILURE
----------

Occurrence #3: IN FLIGHT COLLISION WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation: DESCENT - UNCONTROLLED

Findings
6. TERRAIN CONDITION - GROUND

Pilot Information

Certificate: Airline Transport; Flight Instructor; 
Commercial

Age: 64

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): Airplane Multi-engine; Instrument 
Airplane

Flight Time: 30780 hours (Total, all aircraft), 10000 hours (Total, this make and model)
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Make: Mitsubishi Registration: N6569L

Model/Series: MU-2B-35 Engines: 2 Turbo Prop

Operator: Berg Steel Pipe Corp. Engine Manufacturer: Garrett

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

None Engine Model/Series: TPE331-6-252M

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Positioning

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: Instrument Conditions Condition of Light: Day

Observation Facility, Elevation: CEW, 213 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 6500 ft agl Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: Calm / , 

Temperature: 23°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: Tulsa, OK (TUL) Destination: Argyle, FL 

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Latitude, Longitude: 30.685556, -86.033611

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Aaron M Sauer Adopted Date: 07/25/2007

Note: The NTSB traveled to the scene of this accident.

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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