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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Joliet, IL Accident Number: CEN09FA111

Date & Time: 01/01/2009, 2048 CST Registration: N3603R

Aircraft: LANTZAIR FLYERS INC LANCAIR 360 Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Analysis 
The pilot landed with 4 to 5 gallons of fuel on board following a 4.5-hour cross-country flight.  After 
landing, the pilot made numerous attempts to locate fuel in order to continue the flight so that his 
passenger could be at work in the morning. The pilot left a note and money after having siphoned fuel 
from another airplane parked at the airport.  After about 2 hours and 45 minutes on the ground, the 
airplane took off again.  Impact marks indicate that the airplane stalled during the takeoff, impacting 
the terrain with the left wing prior to catching fire and coming to rest inverted.  The accident occurred 
at night as the airplane was departing on the second leg of a cross-country flight.  Calculations show 
that the airplane was slightly over the maximum gross takeoff weight and the center of gravity (CG) 
was slightly aft of the aft limit at the time of the accident.  A pilot of another single-engine airplane, 
who landed a few minutes after the accident airplane landed, and who took off about 30 minutes later 
(which would have been about 2 hours before the accident) reported that he had to wipe a “slight frost 
buildup” off of his wings and tail with a towel prior to takeoff.  The investigation could not determine 
whether the slight frost, slight overgross condition, or slight aft CG contributed, either individually or 
in combination, to the aerodynamic stall of the airplane. Additionally, several people reported that it 
was not uncommon to see deer on the airport property and one person reported seeing many deer on 
the runway earlier in the day prior to when the pilot landed; however the investigation could not 
determine whether deer were present on the runway at the time of the accident.   

Flight Events
Takeoff - Aerodynamic stall/spin
Takeoff - Loss of control in flight
Uncontrolled descent - Collision with terr/obj (non-CFIT) 
Post-impact - Fire/smoke (post-impact)

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot’s failure to maintain adequate flying speed during the night takeoff for undetermined 
reasons, which resulted in an inadvertent aerodynamic stall and subsequent loss of control

Findings
Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Airspeed-Not 
attained/maintained - C
Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Aircraft capability-CG/weight distribution-Not specified 
Personnel issues-Task performance-Use of equip/info-Aircraft control-Pilot - C
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Light condition-Dark-Not specified 
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Pilot Information

Certificate: Commercial Age: 50

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine 
Land; Single-engine Sea

Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None

Flight Time: 3425 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Manufacturer: LANTZAIR FLYERS INC Registration: N3603R

Model/Series: LANCAIR 360 Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Operator: Stuart Seffern Engine Manufacturer: Lycoming

Air Carrier Operating 
Certificate:

None Engine Model/Series: O-360-A1A

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Observation Facility, Elevation: JOT, 582 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 9000 ft agl

Condition of Light: Night Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 8 knots, 210°

Temperature: -1°C / -4°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Precipitation

Departure Point: Joliet, IL (JOT) Destination: Watertown, WI (RYV)

Airport Information 

Airport: Joliet Regional Airport (JOT) Runway Surface Type: Asphalt

Runway Used: 12 Runway Surface Condition: Dry

Runway Length/Width: 3228 ft / 125 ft

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Fire: On-Ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion:

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Pamela S Sullivan Adopted Date: 06/22/2009

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
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accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.


