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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Powder Springs, TN Accident Number: ERA09LA123

Date & Time: 01/03/2009, 1215 EST Registration: N43631

Aircraft: PIPER PA-28-151 Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Analysis 
After departing the traffic pattern and turning toward mountainous terrain, the airplane entered 
instrument meteorological conditions (IMC). The pilot had some training for his instrument rating 
but did not yet possess one. A witness who resided near the accident location heard the airplane 
traveling in a northerly direction and impact terrain. He reported that, the "weather was overcast," 
and he could not see the tops of the mountains. He estimated that the cloud base at the time was 
about 100 to 200 feet below the tops of the mountains. Review of a weather briefing which was 
obtained by the pilot revealed that he was advised that flight under visual flight rules was not 
recommended due to low ceilings and visibility along the route of flight and that the pilot had 
declined to file a flight plan. Additionally, no evidence was discovered that indicated the pilot had 
attempted to receive updated weather information prior to the accident flight, or that he had contact 
with air traffic control. Examination of the airplane revealed no evidence of any preimpact 
malfunctions or failures.

Flight Events
Enroute - VFR encounter with IMC
Enroute - Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT)

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The non-instrument rated pilot's decision to continue under visual flight rules into an area of 
instrument meteorological conditions, which resulted in an in-flight collision with terrain.

Findings
Personnel issues-Action/decision-Info processing/decision-Decision making/judgment-Pilot - C
Personnel issues-Task performance-Use of equip/info-Use of policy/procedure-Pilot - C
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Ceiling/visibility/precip-Low ceiling-Effect 
on personnel 
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Ceiling/visibility/precip-Low visibility-Effect 
on personnel 

Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 64

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): None

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None

Flight Time: (Estimated) 116 hours (Total, all aircraft)
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Manufacturer: PIPER Registration: N43631

Model/Series: PA-28-151 Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Operator: Warrior Aviation LLC Engine Manufacturer: Lycoming

Air Carrier Operating 
Certificate:

None Engine Model/Series: O-320-E3D

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Observation Facility, Elevation: TYS Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Conditions at Accident Site: Instrument Conditions Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 1200 ft agl

Condition of Light: Day Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 6 knots, 10°

Temperature: 7°C / 6°C Visibility 3 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration: Moderate - Mist

Departure Point: Sevierville, TN (GKT) Destination: Warsaw, IN (ASW)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Todd G Gunther Adopted Date: 12/20/2010

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 

1

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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