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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Elbert, CO Accident Number: CEN09FA147

Date & Time: 02/01/2009, 1030 MST Registration: N7774M

Aircraft: MOONEY M20C Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Analysis 
A local resident found the airplane wreckage in a ravine located between two pastures and alerted 
authorities. The airplane rested over a crater, with the forward fuselage and cabin broken but with the 
engine still attached to the fuselage. Ground impact marks were consistent with a left-wing-low and 
nose-down impact. Examination of the airplane, engine, and other systems showed no preimpact 
anomalies. An analysis of the airplane's radar track showed it conducting several back-and-forth 
maneuvers before disappearing from radar. Just prior to the loss of radar contact, the airplane 
appeared to be in a gentle right-hand turn at 7,900 feet mean sea level (about 1,300 feet above ground 
level) with a groundspeed of approximately 50 knots. The accident flight profile was consistent with a 
pilot proficiency flight and the maneuver preceding the crash that of practicing slow-flight 
maneuvering.

Flight Events
Maneuvering - Aerodynamic stall/spin
Maneuvering - Loss of control in flight
Maneuvering - Collision with terr/obj (non-CFIT) 

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The pilot's failure to maintain adequate airspeed while maneuvering, which resulted in an 
aerodynamic stall and subsequent loss of control.

Findings
Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Airspeed-Not 
attained/maintained - C
Personnel issues-Task performance-(general)-(general)-Pilot - C

Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 53

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): Instructor Rating(s): 

Flight Time: 412 hours (Total, all aircraft), 1 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft)
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Manufacturer: MOONEY Registration: N7774M

Model/Series: M20C Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Operator: ALPHA AVIATION INC Engine Manufacturer: LYCOMING

Air Carrier Operating 
Certificate:

None Engine Model/Series: O-360-A1A

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Observation Facility, Elevation: KAFF Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Lowest Ceiling: None 

Condition of Light: Day Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 12 knots/ 17 knots, Variable

Temperature: 5°C / -14°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: Denver, CO (APA) Destination: Denver, CO (APA)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Craig Hatch Adopted Date: 11/09/2009

Investigation Docket: NTSB accident and incident dockets serve as permanent archival information for the NTSB’s investigations. 
Dockets released prior to June 1, 2009 are publicly available from the NTSB’s Record Management Division 
at pubinq@ntsb.gov, or at 800-877-6799. Dockets released after this date are available at 
http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/. 

1

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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