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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Incident Data Summary

Location: Greenville, SC Incident Number: ERA09IA315

Date & Time: 06/01/2009, 1500 EDT Registration: N695CD

Aircraft: CIRRUS DESIGN CORP SR22 Injuries: 1 None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Other Work Use

Analysis 
The pilot was "returning the airplane to service," following a maintenance inspection. No anomalies 
were noted during the preflight inspection, engine start, taxi, run-up, and takeoff roll. As the airplane 
became airborne, the pilot noticed that the elevator control felt "loose," with about 1/2 inch of "play." 
The pilot proceeded to an area west of the airport, where the he performed in-fight checks 
uneventfully. As the airplane was returning to the airport, on short final approach, the pilot reduced 
the throttle to idle power for landing. Subsequently, about 25 feet above the ground, the nose pitched 
down. The pilot tried to pull back on the control yoke to flare, but the elevator control was stuck in the 
mid-range position. The airplane touched down on the nose gear and bounced back up into the air. 
The sudden jolt of the touchdown seemed to free the elevator control and the pilot was able to 
complete a normal landing. As the pilot taxied from the runway, he was able to duplicate the control 
jam. The operator noted that the pitch trim cartridge control rod felt "gritty" when actuated by hand. 
The operator subsequently reported that the anomaly did not reoccur after the pitch trim cartridge 
was removed and replaced. In addition, the operator did not report any work performed on the pitch 
trim cartridge during the recent maintenance inspection. Further examination of the airplane's pitch 
trim cartridge revealed some corrosion and black grease residue present; however, there was no 
conclusive evidence found to support a flight control jam.

Flight Events
Approach-VFR pattern final - Flight control sys malf/fail
Landing - Abnormal runway contact

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this incident to be:
A pitch control malfunction for undetermined reasons.

Findings
Not determined-Not determined-(general)-(general)-Unknown/Not determined - C

Pilot Information

Certificate: Airline Transport; Flight Instructor Age: 48

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): Airplane Multi-engine; Airplane 
Single-engine; Instrument Airplane

Flight Time: 12000 hours (Total, all aircraft), 1000 hours (Total, this make and model), 11650 hours (Pilot In 
Command, all aircraft), 87 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 22 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 1 
hours (Last 24 hours, all aircraft)
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Manufacturer: CIRRUS DESIGN CORP Registration: N695CD

Model/Series: SR22 Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Operator: SATSAIR LLC Engine Manufacturer: Continental Motors

Air Carrier Operating 
Certificate:

On-demand Air Taxi (135) Engine Model/Series: IO-550-N

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Other Work Use

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Observation Facility, Elevation: GMU, 1006 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Lowest Ceiling: None 

Condition of Light: Day Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 5 knots, 350°

Temperature: 29°C / 15°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: Greenville, SC (GMU) Destination: Greenville, SC (GMU)

Airport Information 

Airport: Greenville Downtown Airport (GMU) Runway Surface Type: Asphalt

Runway Used: 10 Runway Surface Condition: Dry

Runway Length/Width: 3998 ft / 80 ft

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Damage: None

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Robert J Gretz Adopted Date: 10/19/2009

Investigation Docket: http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/search/dockList.cfm?mKey=73944
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.


