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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: St. Louis, MO Accident Number: CEN09LA335

Date & Time: 06/02/2009, 1820 CDT Registration: N76456

Aircraft: CESSNA 140 Injuries: 1 None

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Analysis 
The accident occurred during the second flight since the airplane had undergone maintenance on the 
left flap assembly. The pilot reported hearing a loud bang shortly after liftoff, which was followed by 
repeated banging from behind his position. He performed an immediate landing, touching down with 
about 50 feet of runway remaining. The airplane overran the end of the runway and nosed over in a 
wheat field. A post-accident inspection revealed that the upper half of the left inboard wing fairing 
was bent upward and aft. The one-piece fairing was properly secured to the lower wing structure, but 
none of the five upper screws were located. The fairing upper screw holes did not exhibit any damage. 
This lack of damage was not consistent with a progressive loss of the upper screws during flight. The 
fairing had been removed during the recent flap maintenance.  According to the mechanic who 
performed the maintenance, the fairing was reinstalled in the presence of several individuals, 
including the pilot, and that all of the screws were installed before he returned the airplane to service. 
According to the pilot, during his preflight inspection he visually confirmed that the screws were 
installed, although he did not verify their security.

Flight Events
Prior to flight - Aircraft maintenance event
Takeoff - Sys/Comp malf/fail (non-power)
Landing-landing roll - Runway excursion
Landing-landing roll - Nose over/nose down

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The improper installation of the wing fairing during recent maintenance, which resulted in the partial 
separation of the fairing shortly after takeoff.

Findings
Aircraft-Aircraft structures-Fuselage-Aerodynamic fairings structure-Incorrect service/maintenance - 
C
Personnel issues-Task performance-Maintenance-Installation-Maintenance personnel - C
Environmental issues-Physical environment-Terrain-Rough terrain-Contributed to outcome 
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Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 48

Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): None

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None

Flight Time: 596 hours (Total, all aircraft), 224 hours (Total, this make and model), 564 hours (Pilot In Command, all 
aircraft), 5 hours (Last 90 days, all aircraft), 2 hours (Last 30 days, all aircraft), 0 hours (Last 24 hours, 
all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Manufacturer: CESSNA Registration: N76456

Model/Series: 140 Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Operator: Richard L. Fiser Engine Manufacturer: Teledyne Continental Motors

Air Carrier Operating 
Certificate:

None Engine Model/Series: C85-12

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Observation Facility, Elevation: KSTL, 654 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Lowest Ceiling: None 

Condition of Light: Day Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 5 knots, 190°

Temperature: 26°C / 17°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: St. Louis, MO (1H0) Destination: St. Louis, MO (1H0)

Airport Information 

Airport: Creve Coeur Airport (1H0) Runway Surface Type: Grass/turf

Runway Used: 25 Runway Surface Condition: Dry

Runway Length/Width: 3120 ft / 220 ft

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 None Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Andrew T Fox Adopted Date: 10/19/2009

Investigation Docket: http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/search/dockList.cfm?mKey=73958
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The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 



Page 3 of 3 CEN09LA335

agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.


