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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Falmouth, MA Accident Number: ERA12FA540

Date & Time: 09/01/2012, 1105 EDT Registration: N221DV

Aircraft: CIRRUS DESIGN CORP SR22 Injuries: 1 Fatal, 2 Serious

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Instructional

Analysis 
During the cross-country instructional flight in the side-stick airplane, with the student pilot on the 
controls in the left seat and the flight instructor in the right seat, the airplane entered the landing 
pattern. During the final approach, witnesses saw the airplane drifting to the left while descending at 
a relatively high sink rate. Witnesses heard the power being adjusted, and, close to the ground, the 
engine went to high power. The airplane’s nose rose, and the airplane veered to the left. The airplane 
touched down left wing down off the runway in grass, heading about 40 degrees left of the runway 
centerline. It then entered woods, where it hit numerous trees and came to rest upside down and on 
fire. 

The student pilot stated that he thought the instructor was on the flight controls with him as had 
happened during previous flights. He also recalled the instructor pointing to the airspeed indicator on 
final approach and took it to mean that the airplane was slow. Although the instructor had previously 
used positive passing of controls on other flights, neither the student pilot nor the passenger recalled 
hearing him say anything during the final approach. The student pilot indicated that at some point he 
was not sure who was flying, although, after the accident, witnesses heard him saying multiple times 
that he was sorry he “did that.”

Examination of the wreckage revealed no preexisting mechanical anomalies that would have 
precluded normal operation. Wind, as recorded at a nearby airport, was from slightly left of runway 
heading at 15 knots, gusting to 18 knots. 

Five of the instructor’s seven private pilot candidates failed their initial practical test, which went 
unnoticed by his flight school. However, none of the failures were due to poor landings, all the 
candidates passed on their second try, and all interviewed had positive words about the instructor. 
One of the instructor’s previous students indicated that he had ridden the controls with her as well. 
The instructor had been known to work extra hours, but there was no evidence that he was fatigued 
during the flight. The instructor likely also had a discussion with a principal of the flight school that 
resulted in him arriving late for the flight, but there was no indication that it distracted him during 
the approach.

The instructor was responsible for the safety of the flight and, as such, should have effected positive 
remedial action before the student pilot was able to put the airplane in an unrecoverable position. 

Flight Events
Landing - Loss of control in flight
Landing - Loss of control on ground
Landing - Runway excursion
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Landing - Collision with terr/obj (non-CFIT)

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
The flight instructor’s inadequate remedial action. Contributing to the accident was the student pilot’s 
poor control of the airplane during the approach. 

Findings
Aircraft-Aircraft oper/perf/capability-Performance/control parameters-Heading/course-Not 
attained/maintained - F
Personnel issues-Action/decision-Info processing/decision-Decision making/judgment-
Instructor/check pilot - C
Personnel issues-Action/decision-Action-Incomplete action-Instructor/check pilot - C
Personnel issues-Task performance-(general)-(general)-Student pilot - F

Flight Instructor Information

Certificate: Commercial Age: 24

Airplane Rating(s): Multi-engine Land; Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s): Airplane

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): Airplane Multi-engine; Airplane 
Single-engine; Instrument Airplane

Flight Time: 1519 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Student Pilot Information

Certificate: Student Age: 55

Airplane Rating(s): None Instrument Rating(s): None

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None

Flight Time: 117 hours (Total, all aircraft), 100 hours (Total, this make and model)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Manufacturer: CIRRUS DESIGN CORP Registration: N221DV

Model/Series: SR22 Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Operator: On file Engine Manufacturer: CONT MOTOR

Air Carrier Operating 
Certificate:

None Engine Model/Series: IO-550-N

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Instructional



Page 3 of 3 ERA12FA540

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Observation Facility, Elevation: FMH, 130 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Lowest Ceiling: None 

Condition of Light: Day Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 15 knots/ 18 knots, 50°

Temperature: 24°C / 18°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration: No Obscuration; No Precipitation

Departure Point: New Haven, CT (HVN) Destination: Falmouth, MA (5B6)

Airport Information 

Airport: Falmouth Airpark (5B6) Runway Surface Type: Asphalt

Runway Used: 07 Runway Surface Condition: Dry

Runway Length/Width: 2298 ft / 40 ft

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal, 1 Serious Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 1 Serious Aircraft Fire: On-Ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: On-Ground

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Paul R Cox Adopted Date: 11/17/2014

Investigation Docket: http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/search/dockList.cfm?mKey=84876
1

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.


