M National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Yellow Pine, ID Accident Number: WPR14FA094
Date & Time: 12/01/2013, 1303 MST Registration: N36ML
Aircraft: BEECH B36TC Injuries: 5 Fatal
Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Analysis

The instrument-rated pilot was on a 234-nm instrument flight rules (IFR) cross-country flight over
mountainous terrain; instrument meteorological conditions prevailed at the time. During the flight,
the pilot notified a controller at the Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) that the airplane was
picking up too much ice and requested to divert to an airport located about 96 miles ahead of his
position and to descend to 11,000 feet mean sea level (msl). The controller informed the pilot that he
could descend to 12,000 feet msl for terrain clearance. Over the following few minutes, the ARTCC
controller notified the pilot several times that he had to maintain an altitude of 12,000 feet or above
due to terrain clearance, all of which the pilot acknowledged. Following a low-altitude alert issued by
the controller, the pilot stated his altitude was 11,500 feet. Subsequently, the pilot advised the
controller that he was having engine problems and needed to go to an airport immediately.

When the controller asked the pilot to verify his altitude, the pilot responded that he was at 10,000
feet. The controller then asked the pilot if he was able to climb, and the pilot responded “negative.”
The controller advised the pilot of an airport that was 24 miles behind his position and asked if he
wanted to divert. The pilot responded affirmatively and asked for guidance to the airport. About 1
minute later, the pilot advised the controller that the airplane had “just lost its engine.” The controller
advised the pilot that the airport was at the pilot’s six o’clock position and suggested a heading of 253
degrees, adding that another airport was right below their position. There were no further
communications with the accident airplane.

Wreckage and impact signatures were found consistent with a wings-level, slightly nose-low descent
into trees and terrain. Postaccident examination of the airframe and engine revealed no evidence of
any preexisting mechanical malfunction that would have precluded normal operation.

Airmen’s Meteorological Information (AIRMETS) for IFR and mountain obscuration conditions, low-
level wind shear and turbulence, and moderate icing were issued for the flight track area and
timeframe. In additional to the AIRMETSs, multiple pilot reports included reports of light rime-type
icing between 8,000 feet and 13,000 feet throughout the region and National Weather Service data
was consistent with the pilot reports and AIRMET that were current at the time. The investigation
was unable to determine whether the pilot obtained weather information regarding his planned flight.
It is likely that the loss of engine power was due to a combination of structural and induction icing
during the continued flight in icing conditions in an airplane that was not certified for flight in icing
conditions.

Flight Events
Enroute-cruise - Structural icing

Page 1 of 3



Enroute-cruise - Altitude deviation

Enroute-cruise - Fuel related

Enroute-cruise - Loss of engine power (partial)
Enroute-cruise - Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT)

Probable Cause

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:

The pilot’s continued flight into known light-to-moderate icing conditions over mountainous terrain.
Contributing to the accident was the loss of engine power due to induction icing.

Findings

Aircraft-Aircraft power plant-Power plant-Air intake-Not specified - F

Personnel issues-Action/decision-Info processing/decision-Decision making/judgment-Pilot - C
Personnel issues-Task performance-Use of equip/info-Use of equip/system-Pilot - C
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Temp/humidity/pressure-Conducive to
structural icing-Effect on equipment - C

Pilot Information

Certificate: Private Age: 51
Airplane Rating(s): Single-engine Land Instrument Rating(s):  Airplane
Other Aircraft Rating(s):  None Instructor Rating(s): None
Flight Time: (Estimated) 1050 hours (Total, all aircraft)

Aircraft and Owner/OEerator Information

Aircraft Manufacturer: BEECH Registration: N36ML
Model/Series: B36TC TC Engines: 1 Reciprocating
Operator: On file Engine Manufacturer: Continental Motors
Air Carrier Operating None Engine Model/Series:  TSIO-520-UB3F
Certificate:

Flight Conducted Under:  Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Observation Facility, Elevation: KMYL, 5020 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility
Conditions at Accident Site: Instrument Conditions Lowest Ceiling: Overcast / 2400 ft agl
Condition of Light: Day Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 11 knots, 140°
Temperature: 2°C/0°C Visibility 9 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration: Light - Rain; No Obscuration

Departure Point: Baker City, OR Destination: Butte, MT
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Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed
Passenger Injuries: 4 Fatal Aircraft Fire: None
Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC):  Joshua Cawthra Adopted Date:  08/28/2014
Investigation Docket: http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/search/dockList.cfm?mKey=88552

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews.

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.
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