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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: Boynton Beach, FL Accident Number: ERA15FA141

Date & Time: 03/02/2015, 1252 EST Registration: N787Z

Aircraft: COLYAER SL FREEDOM Injuries: 2 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

On March 2, 2015, about 1252 eastern standard time, a Colyaer Freedom S100, N787Z, was 
destroyed after it impacted terrain and a postcrash fire ensued near Boynton Beach, Florida. 
The airline transport pilot and student pilot were fatally injured. Visual meteorological 
conditions prevailed and no flight plan was filed for the local personal flight conducted under 
the provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91, that departed from Palm Beach 
County Park Airport (LNA), West Palm Beach, Florida at 1218.

Preliminary radar data indicated that the airplane had been operating over a wildlife  refuge 
area for approximately 25 minutes prior to the accident. According to witnesses who were 
fishing about a half mile from the accident site, they also observed the airplane flying over the 
wildlife refuge, and then heard the airplane engine make a sound that resembled a cylinder 
misfire, similar to what they had heard their boat motor do. The engine then "revved up" 
almost instantaneously, which was followed by a loud boom about thirty seconds later. The 
witnesses then rushed to the accident site, and observed smoke coming from the wreckage. 
About a minute later a postcrash fire ensued.

Examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane had come to rest upright in a 
swamp on a southeasterly heading about 40 feet from a berm. All major components of the 
airplane were accounted for. The wings had remained attached to the fuselage and exhibited 
some fire damage. Both wing flaps and a portion of the left wing aileron were destroyed by fire. 
A portion of the right wing tip, that measured about 70 inches in length, was impact separated. 
The fuselage, with the exception of the cockpit hull, and the empennage, were completely 
destroyed by fire. The elevator had separated from the tail section and was located several feet 
behind the main wreckage. All three composite propeller blades were fracture separated from 
the propeller hub. A section of propeller blade that measured about 15 inches in length was co-
located with the main wreckage. The other two propeller blades were not recovered. 
Examination of the accident site and wreckage revealed that the airplane was not rotating 
around the vertical axis at impact.

Postaccident examination of the airframe was conducted After recovery from the accident site. 
Continuity of the elevator flex control cable was confirmed from the elevator to the elevator 
flight controls. Both left and right aileron flex cables were attached to the aileron and displayed 
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continuity to the center bell crank. The wing flap control system was not recovered. The 
airplane was equipped with three fuel tanks; a left wing tank, a right wing tank, and a fuselage 
tank. Both wing tanks were destroyed by fire. The fuselage tank remained intact; however, the 
fuel lines were burned and the fuel vent was impact damaged. The gascolator filter was free of 
debris and the gascolator bowl was void of contamination. The right and left occupants' rudder 
pedals moved synchronously, which actuated the center bell crank assembly and push rods. 
There was approximately six inches of push rod, which extended from the rudder into the 
vertical stabilizer. The rudder control tubes that connected to the push rod at the vertical 
stabilizer were not recovered. The throttle and choke controls were confirmed from the 
throttle/choke quadrant to the carburetors.

The pilot held a FAA airline transport pilot license with a rating for airplane multi-engine land. 
His most recent FAA first-class medical certificate was issued on February 4, 2015. At that 
time, he reported 19,400 hours of total flight experience of; of which, about 149 hours were in 
the airplane make and model.

A handheld Garmin 496 global positioning system receiver was recovered from the cockpit and 
forwarded to the NTSB Vehicle Recorder Laboratory, Washington, DC, for download.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Manufacturer: COLYAER SL Registration: N787Z

Model/Series: FREEDOM S100 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: No

Operator: WHITNEY DAVID Air Carrier Operating 
Certificate:

None

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Observation Facility, Elevation: BCT, 13 ft msl Observation Time: 1253 EST

Lowest Cloud Condition: Scattered / 2200 ft agl Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions

Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 3700 ft agl Temperature/Dew Point: 26°C / 20°C

Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 7 knots/ 14 knots, 90° Visibility 10 Miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.23 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: WEST PALM BEACH, FL 
(LNA)

Destination: WEST PALM BEACH, FL 
(LNA)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Fire: On-Ground

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal
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Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Stephen R Stein

Additional Participating Persons: John R Stephenson; FAA/FSDO; Miramar, FL

Jordan Paskevich; Rotax Engines

Note: The NTSB traveled to the scene of this accident.


