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National Transportation Safety Board 
Aviation Accident Data Summary

Location: Batesville, AR Accident Number: CEN15FA189

Date & Time: 04/02/2015, 0600 CDT Registration: N65463

Aircraft: CESSNA 152 Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Instructional

Analysis 

The student pilot was conducting a nighttime cross-country flight in dark night visual meteorological 
conditions. He flew to another airport and dropped a passenger off; during the return to his 
destination, the airplane impacted terrain. The debris field at the accident site suggests that the pilot 
may have been attempting to divert to a local airport rather than continue to his planned destination. 
However, it could not be determined why the pilot was diverting. 

A postaccident examination of the airframe and engine did not detect any anomalies that would have 
precluded normal operation. Local law enforcement personnel reported low, patchy fog near the 
accident site when they first began searching for the airplane. Further, given the elevation of the area 
of impact (1,025 ft) and of the nearest weather reporting station (463 ft), a meteorological study of the 
accident area found that clouds were likely present at 500 ft above ground level (agl) with a broken 
layer at 1,400 ft agl and an overcast layer at 2,700 ft agl. The moon was below the horizon at the time 
of the accident. There is no evidence that the pilot obtained a weather briefing before taking off. The 
pilot's logbook did not contain any recent log book entries, recent flight instruction, or nighttime 
flight. Although the pilot was able to successfully navigate to his initial destination, the circumstances 
of the accident are consistent with the noninstrument- rated pilot's controlled flight into terrain due 
to an inadvertent encounter with clouds while flying under visual flight rules.

The pilot's toxicology was positive for numerous substances, some of which were potentially 
impairing. It could not be determined the effect that The combination of psychiatric condition(s) 
indicated by the use of two antidepressants, chronic, high dose opioid use (hydrocodone), sedating 
antidepressant use (trazodone), and potentially ethanol use may have affected the pilot's 
performance. However, the extent that the effects contributed on the pilot's decision to conduct the 
flight on a dark night with the potential for marginal visual meteorological conditions without 
evidence of flight instruction or instrument rating and without obtaining a weather briefing could not 
be determined.

Flight Events
Enroute - VFR encounter with IMC
Enroute - Controlled flight into terr/obj (CFIT)

Probable Cause 
The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident to be:
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The noninstrument-rated pilot's controlled flight into terrain due to an inadvertent encounter with 
clouds in dark night conditions. Contributing to the accident was the pilot's decision to fly at night in 
marginal visual meteorological conditions without the proper training and without obtaining a 
weather briefing.

Findings
Personnel issues-Action/decision-Action-Lack of action-Student/instructed pilot - C
Personnel issues-Action/decision-Info processing/decision-Decision making/judgment-
Student/instructed pilot - F
Personnel issues-Experience/knowledge-Training-Recent instruct/training recvd-Student/instructed 
pilot - F
Personnel issues-Experience/knowledge-Knowledge-Knowledge of meteorologic cond-
Student/instructed pilot - F
Personnel issues-Physical-Impairment/incapacitation-(general)-Student/instructed pilot
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Ceiling/visibility/precip-Below VFR minima-
Ability to respond/compensate - C
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Light condition-Dark-Effect on personnel - C
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Ceiling/visibility/precip-Clouds-Awareness 
of condition - F
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Ceiling/visibility/precip-Clouds-Effect on 
operation
Environmental issues-Conditions/weather/phenomena-Light condition-Dark-Effect on operation

Pilot Information

Certificate: Student Age: 52

Airplane Rating(s): None Instrument Rating(s): None

Other Aircraft Rating(s): None Instructor Rating(s): None

Flight Time: 365.8 hours (Total, all aircraft), 73.8 hours (Total, this make and model)

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Manufacturer: CESSNA Registration: N65463

Model/Series: 152 Engines: 1 Reciprocating

Operator: On file Engine Manufacturer: LYCOMING

Air Carrier Operating 
Certificate:

None Engine Model/Series: O-235-L2C

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Instructional
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Observation Facility, Elevation: KBVX, 463 ft msl Weather Information Source: Weather Observation Facility

Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions Lowest Ceiling: Broken / 1900 ft agl

Condition of Light: Night/Dark Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 6 knots, 190°

Temperature: 18°C / 16°C Visibility 10 Miles

Precipitation and Obscuration:

Departure Point: SALEM, AR (7M9) Destination:  

Airport Information 

Airport: BATESVILLE RGNL (BVX) Runway Surface Type: Asphalt

Runway Used: 08 Runway Surface Condition: Unknown

Runway Length/Width: 6002 ft / 150 ft

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Jason T Aguilera Adopted Date: 10/04/2016

Note: The NTSB traveled to the scene of this accident.

Investigation Docket: http://dms.ntsb.gov/pubdms/search/dockList.cfm?mKey=90978
1

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), established in 1967, is an independent federal agency mandated by Congress 
through the Independent Safety Board Act of 1974 to investigate transportation accidents, determine the probable causes of the 
accidents, issue safety recommendations, study transportation safety issues, and evaluate the safety effectiveness of government 
agencies involved in transportation. The NTSB makes public its actions and decisions through accident reports, safety studies, special 
investigation reports, safety recommendations, and statistical reviews. 

The Independent Safety Board Act, as codified at 49 U.S.C. Section 1154(b), precludes the admission into evidence or use of any part of 
an NTSB report related to an incident or accident in a civil action for damages resulting from a matter mentioned in the report.


