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National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report

Location: Deer Park, WA Accident Number: WPR16FA001

Date & Time: 10/02/2015, 1112 PDT Registration: N69BD

Aircraft: JOHNSON Coot Injuries: 1 Fatal

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

On October 2, 2015, about 1112 Pacific daylight time, an experimental amateur built Johnson 
Coot A, N69BD, was destroyed when it impacted terrain about 1 mile north of the Deer Park 
Airport (DEW), Deer Park, Washington.  The amphibious airplane was registered to and 
operated by the pilot under the provisions of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91.  The 
private pilot, sole occupant of the airplane, was fatally injured.  Visual meteorological 
conditions prevailed and no flight plan was filed for the personal flight.  The local flight 
originated from DEW about 1110.

Numerous witnesses located adjacent to the accident site reported that the airplane departed 
from runway 16.  One witness, who was a rated pilot, reported that while the airplane was on 
upwind, he heard the engine sputter.  Witnesses continued to observe the airplane turn left and 
remained within the airport traffic pattern.  Another witness, who was in an airplane within the 
airport traffic pattern, reported that they observed the accident airplane  "enter a spin" and 
descend into the ground on base leg, or close to an area where normally a turn from base to 
final would be commenced.  No distress calls were heard on the airport's common traffic 
advisory frequency.

Examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane impacted a wooded area about 1 
mile north of the airport.  The airplane came to rest upright on a heading of about 225 degrees 
magnetic adjacent to numerous trees about 20 feet in height.   All major structural components 
of the airplane were located at the accident site.  Numerous displaced instruments and plexi 
glass were located within about 50 feet of the main wreckage.  The wreckage was recovered to a 
secure location for further examination.
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Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information

Aircraft Manufacturer: JOHNSON Registration: N69BD

Model/Series: Coot A Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built: Yes

Operator: On file Air Carrier Operating 
Certificate:

None

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Observation Facility, Elevation: KDEW, 2191 ft msl Observation Time: 1753 UTC

Lowest Cloud Condition: Clear Conditions at Accident Site: Visual Conditions

Lowest Ceiling: None Temperature/Dew Point: 17°C / 4°C

Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: Light and Variable, 
Variable

Visibility 10 Miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.01 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed: None

Departure Point: Deer Park, WA (DEW) Destination: Deer Park, WA (DEW)

Wreckage and Impact Information

Crew Injuries: 1 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Destroyed

Passenger Injuries: N/A Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: N/A Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 1 Fatal

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Joshua Cawthra

Additional Participating Persons: Terrence Brewer; Federal Aviation Administration; Spokane, WA

Note: The NTSB traveled to the scene of this accident.


