National Transportation Safety Board
Aviation Accident Preliminary Report
Location:

Santa Ana, CA

Accident Number:

WPR17LA136

Date & Time:

06/30/2017, 0935 PDT

Registration:

N87297

Aircraft:

CESSNA 310R

Injuries:

2 Serious

Flight Conducted Under:

Part 91: General Aviation - Personal

On June 30, 2017, about 0935 Pacific daylight time, a Cessna 310R multi-engine airplane,
N87297, collided with the freeway following a loss of right engine power shortly after departing
from the John Wayne-Orange County Airport (SNA), Santa Ana, California. The private pilot,
and passenger sustained serious injuries. The aircraft was registered to Twin Props 87297,
LLC., and operated by the pilot under the provisions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91
as a personal flight. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed and a flight plan was not filed.
The flight was destined for Phoenix Deer Valley Airport (DVT), Deer Valley, Arizona.
A witness located in a car on the north-bound freeway, captured the accident airplane in flight
and subsequent impact sequence on video. The airplane was first observed in a right-wing low,
45-degree bank, in a slightly nose high attitude descending towards the freeway from the
north. The wings leveled as the airplane crossed over the freeway about 20 feet above ground
level. After losing sight of the airplane momentarily, the video continued with the airplane
impacting the center median divide and opposing lane. The airplane exploded and caught fire.
Radar data obtained from the Airport Surface Detection Equipment (ASDE-X) at SNA, showed
the accident airplane taxi and then depart runway 20R. Shortly after takeoff, over the
departure end of the runway, the pilot announced a mayday and entered the right traffic
pattern for the runway. ATC replied by clearing the airplane to land on runway 20R. The
airplane continued on the downwind leg of the traffic pattern and ATC informed the pilot that
his landing gear was retracted. The pilot replied by stating he would put the gear down on final.
The airplane was near the end of the downwind leg of the traffic pattern when the pilot stated
that he lost engine power on the right engine. The airplane then turned right for the runway
and the last radar returns from the flight track were near the accident site.
According to the FAA inspector onsite, the debris field was about 150 feet long, crossing over
both the north and south-bound lanes. Impact marks and soot were found on the center
median K-bar, and continued diagonally across the southbound lane to the K-bar on the edge
of the freeway. The left-wing tip tank and left main landing gear were found further down the
debris field in the northbound lane. The left elevator and right-wing tip tank were found on the
southbound lane. About 150 feet down the debris field in the southbound lane was the main
wreckage. The main wreckage was partially consumed by fire and both engines and propellers
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remained attached. The horizontal stabilizer separated from the wreckage and was found
further down the debris field. Airplane debris impacted several vehicles on the freeway.
The wreckage was recovered to a secure location for further examination.

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information
Aircraft Make:

CESSNA

Registration:

N87297

Model/Series:

310R R

Aircraft Category:

Airplane

Amateur Built:

No

Operator:

On file

Operating Certificate(s)
Held:

None

Meteorological Information and Flight Plan
Conditions at Accident Site:

Visual Conditions

Condition of Light:

Day

Observation Facility, Elevation:

KSNA, 55 ft msl

Observation Time:

1553 UTC

Distance from Accident Site:

0 Nautical Miles

Temperature/Dew Point:

18°C / 14°C

Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction:

3 knots / , 170°

Lowest Cloud Condition:
Lowest Ceiling:

Overcast / 1600 ft agl

Visibility:

8 Miles

Altimeter Setting:

29.94 inches Hg

Type of Flight Plan Filed:

None

Departure Point:

Santa Ana, CA (SNA)

Destination:

PHOENIX, AZ (DVT)

Wreckage and Impact Information
Crew Injuries:

1 Serious

Aircraft Damage:

Substantial

Passenger Injuries:

1 Serious

Aircraft Fire:

On-Ground

Ground Injuries:

N/A

Aircraft Explosion:

On-Ground

Total Injuries:

2 Serious

Latitude, Longitude:

33.685000, -117.862778

Administrative Information
Investigator In Charge (IIC):

Andrew L Swick

Additional Participating Persons:

Sean Houlihan; FAA-FSDO; Riverside, CA
Andrew Hall; Textron Aviation; Wichita, KS
Nicole Charnon; Continental Motors Group; Mobile, AL

Note:
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The NTSB did not travel to the scene of this accident.
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